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AAA.1. 


TREATISE ON THE DEMONSTRATION OF ACTION 
(KARMASIDDHIPRAKARANA)' 
BY VASUBANDHU 


Homage to the Royal Prince Maiijusri- 


FIRST PART: ERRONEOUS THEORIES ABOUT THE NATURE OF ACTION 
MANIFEST ACTION (VIJNAPTI) 
§ 1. In various sutras, the Bhagavat said: 


“There are three actions, namely, physical action (kayakarman), vocal action 
(vakkarman) and mental action (manahkarman).”” [781° 26] 


THEORY OF THE SARVASTIVADIN-VAIBHASIKAS: 
(VIJNAPTI-SHAPE) 


PRESENTATION [OF THE THEORY] 
§ 2. Some’ say: 


Action done by the body (kayakrta) <208> is called ‘bodily action’; speech (vac), 
being action, is called ‘vocal action’.. These two are information/manifest action 
(vijfiapti) and non-information/unmanifest action (avijfapti)° in their intrinsic nature 


‘The Tibetan translator reads karmasiddhaprakarana, but the meaning requires karmasiddhiprakarana, the 


title vouched for by the two Chinese versions. The meaning of siddhi seems to be ‘demonstration’, perhaps 
with the nuance of ‘illustration’. - Our translation is established according to the translation of Hstian- 
tsang, Taisho, 1609. 


* This homage is missing in the Chinese version. Mafijusri, patron of the doctrine and of letters is 


considered as being a student residing in the ninth stage of bodhisattvas, that of the ‘royal princes’ (Muséon, 
1907, p. 251, note 1). 


° On the division into two and three actions, Introduction, § AA; Anguttara, Il, 415; Atthasalini, p. 88; 


Kathavatthu, p. 393; Madhyamakaortti, p. 305-6; Madhyamakavatara, p. 190 (Muséon, 1911, p. 245); Kosa, 
iv. F 1-2, from which we have borrowed these references. 


*  [Le., the Sarvastivada-Vaibhasika:] For this school, see Introduction, § AB. 


> Actually, speech in its intrinsic nature is action, vag eva karma. On the contrary, physical action is action 


due to the body or action of the body, kayena kayasya va karma (see Kosa, iv. F 2). 


° For vijfiapti and avijfapti, Introduction, § AAA; Kosa, iv. F 3; Morale bouddhique, p. 131; 


Madhyamakaortti, p. 307-9. 

LS: Both, Louis de La Vallée Poussin and Etienne Lamotte, translate vijfiapti into French as ‘information’ and 
avijfiapti as ‘non-information’. In modern scholarship, these terms have often been translated as ‘manifest 
action’ and ‘unmanifest action’. In general, I will do likewise, however, due to context, I will use both terms 


occasionally. 
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(svabhavatas). Action associated with the mind (manahsamprayukta) is called ‘mental 
action’. This action has only intention (cetana)’ for its intrinsic nature (svabhava). 


What is the factor (dharma) called ‘manifest action’? — The action of bodily manifest 
action (kayavijnaptikarman) has riipa-shape (samsthanariipa) as its intrinsic nature. It 
is produced through a mind ... that wants this shape (tadalambakacittad utpannam).° 


Of what is [bodily unmanifest action] the shape? — It is the shape of the body [shape 
that affects the body, gesture, etc.]. 


If it is the shape of the body, why is it said above that action done by the body is 
called ‘bodily action’?’ — Since this action [this gesture] relates to a member (aziga) of 
the ‘body’ in general, it is called ‘shape of the body’; since it depends (asrita) on the 
fundamental material elements (mahabhiita) of the body in order to arise, it is called 
‘action done by the body’. What is said about the body in general is equally 
applicable to [all] its members. Thus people (Joka) say: “I live in a village (grama), 
I live in a forest (vana)” [when they live in a house or under a tree]. 


Why is it said that this manifest action is produced through a mind ... that wants [this 
shape]? — In order to exclude the shape of the lips, etc. (osthadisamsthana): this is not 
produced through a mind ... that wants [the shape], but <209> through a mind ... that 
wants to utter phrases (pada). It is also in order to exclude the shape resulting from a 
mind ... of previous vows (pirvapranidhanacitta): this shape is not produced 
through a mind ... that wants [this shape] but from quite another mind, the ripening 
cause (vipakahetu).”° 


Why call [the bodily manifest action] ‘information’/‘manifest action’ (vijfiapti)? - 
Because it informs about or manifests (vijiadpayati) the mind that moves it 
(tatpravartakacitta) in such a way that someone else can be aware of it. To explain 
this, the stanza (gatha) is quoted: 


“External movements (bahya), body and speech, inform about or manifest the intent 
(asaya) of the heart. In the same way, the fish (matsya) hidden in the sea raises waves 
(taranga) and reveals its presence.” 


” For cetana, which is imperfectly translated [into French] as ‘volition’, see Kosa, i. F 28; ii. F 154; iv. F 2, 


note 3; Morale bouddhique, p. 136. 


®* For the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasikas, physical manifest action (vijfapti) is a shape (samsthana), that is 


produced through intention, but distinct from this intention. See Introduction, § AAA; Kosa, iv. F 9-12; Siddhi, 
p. 48. 


° This should be understood, when one speaks of ‘bodily’ action. Action is bodily because it is an action of 


the body, a gesture relating to the body in general or to one of its parts, hand, foot, etc. Or else, action is 
bodily because its arising depends on the great elements (mahabhita) of the body - earth, water, fire, wind — 
which are its generating cause (jananahetu), its tutelage cause (nisrayahetu). See Kosa, i, F 21; ii. F 65. 


‘In order to be bodily manifest action (vijfiapti), the shape must be directly wanted by the intention; the 


murderous act must result immediately from the murderous intention. Every shape is not bodily manifest 
action (vijfiapti); the movement of the lips is the result of the syllable that the speaker wishes to pronounce, 


and is not wanted for itself. 


AAA.2. 


First Part: Erroneous Theories about the Nature of Action 


What is ‘shape’ (samsthana)? - It is the nature of long, etc. (dirghadi)." 
What is ‘long’, etc.? — It is that to which the epithet (samjria) ‘long’, etc., is applied to. 


In what sense-source (adyatana) does [bodily manifest action] fit? - It fits into the 
sense-source of visible form (ripayatana).” [718° 18] 


REFUTATION™ 


§ 3. Here it is necessary to reflect and choose. Length ... is either (a) a special atom 
(paramanuvisesa, an atom of shape), like ripa-color, or (b) a composite of special atoms 
(paramanuvisesasamghata), or (c) a unique and distinct real entity (ekam anyad dravya) pervading 
the mass of rtipa, etc. (riipadisamgatavyapi). <210> 


By accepting that, what are the faults (dosa)? 


a. If length were a special atom [a riipa-shape], it would be the same as with riipa-color: length 
... would be present in each little part (ekaika avayava) of the mass of riipa.” 


b. If length were a composite of special atoms, what difference would there be between 
[length] and the composite of atoms of ripa-color? [There would be no difference] and, 
consequently, the various composites of ripa-color should be long, etc. 


c. Let us suppose that length is a unique and distinct real entity pervading the mass of ripa. 
Being unique, being pervading, it should occur in each of the parts (avayava) separately and 
in all the parts at the same time. Or else, this real entity would not be one, residing 
separately in all the parts. — In addition, [such a hypothesis] destroys this established truth 
(siddhanta) which has it that the ten sense-spheres (dasdyatana) are all composites of atoms 
(paramanusamghata);’ it brings confirmation for the disciples of Kanada for whom those 
entities which have members (a7gin) are real substances pervading its members (ariga).'° 

[781° 28] <211> 


"Shape is eightfold: long (dirgha), short (hrasva), square (vrtta), round (parimandala), high (unnata), low 


(avanata), even (sata), uneven (visata). See Kosa, i. F 16. 


© ince it is shape, bodily manifest action (vijfiapti) fits into the sense-source of visible form (rapayatana) 


which is twofold, color (varna) and shape (samsthana). The sense-source of visible form, in turn, fits into the 
aggregate of form (riipaskandha). See Kosa, i. F 16 andi. F 14. 


‘Here the Vaibhasikas have the Sautrantikas as their opponents (Koga, iv. F 12). 


“For the Vaibhasikas, color and shape are distinct real entities (dravya). But the Sautrantikas deny that 


shape is something other than color (Kosa, i, p. 16) and they reason as follows: “There is no atom of length. In 
fact, when a mass of color diminishes, there comes a moment when we no longer have the idea of ‘long’ with 
regard to it, but rather the idea of ‘short’: thus this idea does not proceed from the riipa-shape existing in the 
entity [ie., the mass]. Therefore what we designate as ‘long’ is a number of real entities (dravya)—atoms of 
color—arranged in a certain manner.” (Kosa, iv. F 10). 


® See Kosa, i, p. 25, where it is said that form (riipa) never exists in the state of an isolated atom, but in a 


state of agglomeration. 


‘© On the problem of the whole and the part (avayavin, avayava), of the substance and the quality (gunin, 


guna), in Vaisesika philosophy, see the Vaisesikasiitra of Kanada, I, I, 15-16; Kosa, iii. F 210-211; ix. F 290; 


AAA. 


AAA.4. 
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CONCLUSION 


§ 4. When a mass of color appears in one direction (ekadigmukha) in large amount (bhiyas, 
bahutaram), it brings up the idea of ‘long’ (dirgha); when it appears in one direction in small 
amount, it brings up the idea of ‘short’ (irasva). When it appears equally in the four directions, 
it brings up the idea of ‘square’ (urtta); when it appears equally in every sense, it brings up the 
idea of ‘circular’ (parimandala). When it appears convex in its middle, it brings up the idea of 
‘high’ (unnata); when it appears concave in its middle, it brings up the idea of ‘low’ (avanata). 
When it appears in one single direction, it brings up the idea of ‘uneven’ (visata); when it 
appears in every direction, it brings up the idea of ‘even’ (Sata).”” 


Thus when one sees brocades on a variegated carpet (citrastarana), one produces various ideas of 
shape (nanavidhasamsthanaprajna); but it is impossible (ayukta) that these various riipa-shapes are 
found together in one and the same place (ekadesa): this is the same for the riipa-colors; for, if that 
were so, one would form the idea of all shapes in no matter what place. Now that is not so.” 
Therefore riipa-shape is not a real entity distinct (anyad dravyam) [from riipa itself]... When the 
riipa-color is arranged in a square, it does not at the same time bring up the idea of ‘long’, etc., 
as do, for example, <212> rows (pankti) of trees (vrksa), of ants (valmika) etc. There is no problem 
there. [781° 8] 


ANSWER TO ONE OBJECTION” 


§ 5. If that is so [if shape does not differ from color], how is it that one does not discern 
(avadhr) ripa-color from a distance (dirdat) and in the dark (tamasi), but one does 
discern riipa-shape? Without discerning the riipa-shape of the trees (urksa), etc., how 
does one discern the riipa-shape of their row (pankti)? 


There is no row distinct from the trees, etc. But, in these distant or obscure masses, color and 
shape are not discerned at the same time. One seizes (grhnati) something, but it is indistinct 
(avyakta): one wonders what it is that one sees. We know then that one seizes only the ripa-color, 
but as it is distant and obscure, one sees only indistinctly. Therefore it is not proven (asiddha) 
that manifest action (vijfiapti) is shape (samsthana). [781° 14] 


H. Ui, Vaisesika philosophy, OTF, xxiv, 1917, p. 122; R. Grousset, Philosophies indiennes, Paris, 1931, vol. I, 
p. 71-2. 


’ — This entire paragraph is taken from Kosa, iv. F 9. 


‘8 This is the second argument in Kosa, iv. F 10: “In a variegated carpet, one sees numerous shapes. Thus 


there would be, according to you, many forms (rapa) of the ‘shape’ category in one and the same place 
(ekadesa): that is impossible, as (it is likewise impossible) for color. [If shape is a real entity, then that part of 
the cloth which belongs to a long line cannot at the same time belong to a short line.]” 


© Tt is wrong that the Vaibhasika claim that visible form (riipa) is of two types, color and shape, for, say 


the Sautrantikas, how could a single real entity be (vidyate) twofold, color and shape at once? (See Kosa, i. F 
16) 


20 Same objection and same answer in Kosa, iv, F 11-12. 


AAB. 


AAB.1. 


AAB.2. 


First Part: Erroneous Theories about the Nature of Action 


THEORY OF THE VATSIPUTRIYAS, SAMMITIYAS: (VIJNAPTI-MOVEMENT) 
PRESENTATION [OF THE THEORY] 
§ 6. Some” say: 


Bodily manifest action (kayavijfapti) <213> is a movement (gati) produced through a 
mind ... that wants this movement (tadvisayalambakacittadar utpanna). 


Why is it said that it is produced through a mind ... that wants this movement? — In 
order to exclude the movement of the lips, etc. (osthadikampita) ... produced, not 
through a mind that wants it, but through a mind that wants to utter phrases (pada). 


What is it that is called ‘movement’ (gati)? - A displacement (desantarasamkranti). 


In what sense-sphere (dyatana) does it fit? - It fits into the sense-sphere of visible 
form (ripayatana).” [781° 19] 


FIRST ARGUMENT; REFUTATION 
§ 7. How do you know that manifest action is a displacement? 


Because it is not ascertained (na avadhrta) to have a distinctive characteristic 
(laksanaviSesa) [apart from displacement]. 


This argument is worthless. 


Thus the products of cooking (pakajadravya)—as soon as they are in contact (samyoga) with one of 
the conditions of cooking (pakapratyaya), fire (agni), sun (stirya), snow (hima), caustic substances 


*! The thesis of vijfiapti-movement is attributed to the Vatsiputriyas by Kosa, iv. F 4, to the Sammitiyas by 


Siddhi, p. 48. But we know that the Sammitiyas were directly linked to the Vatsiputriyas (cf. J. Masuda, 
Origin and doctrines, p. 57; P. Demiéville, Origine, p. 58; Taranatha, p. 271-2; Bu-ston, IL, p. 99; Vyakhya ad 
Kosa, ix, p. 232: Vatsiputriya Aryasammitiyah). 

The thesis of vijfiapti-movement goes hand in hand with that of duration (sthiti) of the samskaras: By virtue of 
the characteristic of impermanence, certain factors (dharma) (mind, mental events, sound, flame) perish 
immediately (ksananirodha) without the help of external causes; others, (wood, pitcher) are destroyed, after 
their arising, with the help of external causes (fire, hammer). See Kosa, ii. F 234; iv. F 4-5; J. Masuda, Origin 
and doctrines, p. 54 = Vatsiputriya (vii, 2): “Some samskaras exist for some time while others perish at every 
moment”. The Vatsiputriyas agree on this subject with the Mahasamghikas (i B, 7 = Masuda, p. 34) and the 
later Mahisasakas (ix B, 8 = Masuda, p. 63); as opponents, they had the Sarvastivadins (v, 41 = Masuda, 
p- 50), the early Mahisasakas (ix A, 23 = Masuda, p. 62), the Kasyapiyas (xi, 4 = Masuda, p. 65) and, above 
all, the Sautrantikas. — ‘Presentation’ summarized in Introduction, § ACA. 


* Movement (gati) fits into the sense-sphere of visible form (riipayatana) because it is a movement of the 


body, of visible form (riipa). 


Potter: Vaisesika: The whole process of qualitative change involving the atoms is referred to in 
Sanskrit as paka, literally ‘cooking’. An unbaked pot is (depending on the kind of clay used) black, say, but 
after it comes out of the oven it is red all over, both outside and in. Yet, ex hypothesi it is the same atoms 
making the same pot. ‘Cooking’ does not only affect change in color, mind you; it applies equally to all sorts 
of changes of quality, including the gestation and maturation of plants and animal organisms. Any change 
which comes about through application of heat is classified under paka. EIP.II.84. 


AAB.. 
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(katuka), etc.—have distinctive features (visesa) without one being able to ascertain their 
distinctive characteristic (laksanavisesa). However, they are not without <214> being different 
before and after. It is the same here. 


Thus, equal piles (tulyabhaga) of tall grass to be burned (dirghendhanatrna)—each producing their 
flame (jvala) separately—have distinctive features without one being able to ascertain their 
distinctive characteristic. However, these different piles are not without difference. It is the same 
here.” 


If the characteristic of the cooked product did not appear on the first contact between the product 
of cooking and its condition, neither would it appear subsequently (pascat), for the condition of 
cooking does not vary. 


If the equal piles of tall grass to be burned did not produce their flame pile by pile and 
separately, these flames would not have any differences to be distinguished as to dimension 
(prama), brightness (dyuti) and heat (usman). 


Therefore it is not because a distinctive characteristic [other than displacement] is not ascertained 
[in manifest action] that one can say that manifest action is displacement. It is necessary to be 
aware of this distinctive characteristic. [782° 1] 


SECOND ARGUMENT; REFUTATION 


§ 8. Since manifest action has no cause of destruction (vinasahetu), we know that it is a 
displacement. 


This argument is also worthless. Let us take as example mind (citta), mental events (caitta), 
sound (sabda), flame, (jvala), etc. What cause of destruction do they have? [You know that they 
have none] and that they perish immediately (ksananirodha). It is the same for all of the rest: 
destruction does not depend on a cause (na hetum apeksate).” 


But mind, etc., also has a cause of destruction, its own impermanence (svdnityatva). 
<215> 


If that is so, why not reason in the same way for entities other [than mind, etc.]. [From this point 
of view], the other entities do not differ [from mind]. Why? You know that destruction, for 
mind, etc., does not depend on a cause, but it is the same for all the rest as for mind ... 


If the destruction of factors (dharma) other [than mind, etc.] were not to depend on a 
cause, the material intrinsic nature ... (ripddisvabhava) of kindling (indhana) would 
no longer be perceived (grhita) before the contact (samyoga) of the kindling... with 


* Tn other words, the nature of factors (dharma) is subtle (siksma hi dharmaprakrtayah). Although one sees 


them, one does not cognize their nature. Between clay and brick, there are infinite products of different color: 
one can see them without being able to define them. In a jungle fire, each clump of grass gives a flame 
differing in size, light, radiance; each clump has its own distinctive characteristic, but they cannot be defined 
exactly. 


4 This is an argument ad hominem: you accept that certain factors (dharma), mind, mental events, sound, 


flame, perish without the intervention of foreign causes. Then accept that all of the factors perish in the same 
way. (See above, note 21). 
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fire... (agni) as after this same contact; or else, it would be perceived after as well as 
before.” 


a. As long as the wind (vayu) does not reach the lamp (dipa), as long as the hand (pani) does 
not grasp or deaden the sound of the bell (ghana), the flame of the lamp (dipajvala) and the 
sound of the bell (ghantasabda) are clearly perceived; afterwards, that is not so. However, 
[even according to you], the destruction of the flame and of the sound depend neither on the 
wind nor on the hand. It is the same for the kindling, etc.; there is no problem there.” 


b. Let us suppose that the kindling... perishes by means of the fire..., and that, in this way, its 
material intrinsic nature is no longer perceived. Immediately <216> after its contact with fire 
(samyogantaram), we should no longer see it for, as soon as it is placed in contact, it is 
modified.” 


c. If the external condition (bahyaprtyaya) of cooking remains unchanged (nirvisista), there arise 
[successively] various products of cooking (pakaja) with the characteristics of a cooked product 
(pakajalaksanavisesa) that are more and more pronounced (lit.: of inferior, medium or superior 
category). But how would they arise afterwards from the same cause [from the same 
condition of cooking] that formerly made them perish? It is impossible (ayukta) that the factor 
(dharma) that causes arising coincides with the factor that causes perishing: two dharmas of 
opposite (viruddha) characteristics do not make one and the same cause: this is known by 
everyone (lokaprasiddha). Therefore conditioned factors (samskrta) do not depend (ndapeksante) 
on a cause of destruction (vinasahetu): they perish spontaneously (svarasena nirudhyante).” 


* The Vatsiputriyas insist. If wood perished by itself and not by fire, it must be one thing or another: either 


the wood would have already perished before being put on the fire, or else it would still exist after having 
passed through the fire. This alternative is contradictory to experience. Therefore wood does not perish by 
itself: it perishes with the help of fire. 


°° Cf. Kosa, iv. F 6: “Your reasoning is not conclusive. The fact that, after its conjunction with fire, we no 


longer see wood, is open to two interpretations: 
1) either the wood perishes by reason of this conjunction; 


2) or the wood perishes incessantly in and of itself, re-arises incessantly in and of itself under normal 


conditions, but stops renewing itself by virtue of its conjunction with fire. 


You [i.e., the Vatsiputriya,] accept that the destruction of the flame is spontaneous (a@kasmika). When, after a 
conjunction with wind, the flame is no longer visible, you admit that this conjunction is not the cause of the 


destruction of the flame; you admit that the flame, by virtue of this conjunction, has stopped renewing itself. 


The same applies for the sound of the bell: the hand, placed on the bell, prevents the renewing of the sound; it 
does not destroy the sound that you admit is momentary. 


Thus, it is inference (and not experience) that should settle this question.” 


* — According to the Chinese; the Tibetan renders the same idea in a different way. 


Cf. Kosa, iv. F 7: ‘Cooking’ (paka), or a conjunction with fire (agnisamyoga), produces different products 


(pakaja), of deeper and deeper color. The same cause that produces the first color destroys this first color, or 
at least, — if you object that it refers to a new conjunction with fire, since the fire is momentary — the cause 
which destroys the first color is similar to the cause that produces it. Now it is impossible that a certain 


cause produces a certain effect and that later that same cause, or a similar cause, destroys the same effect. 


AAB.A. 


AAB.. 
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That entities are perceived (grhita) or are not perceived as previously (yathapurvam), that, as 
we know, is the distinctive characteristic (laksanavisesa) of the continuation (anupravrtti) and 
of the cessation (nirodha) of the stream (samtana): [the stream] enjoys a subtle increase. 


d. If destruction (vindsadharma) had a cause, there would be no factor (dharma) perishing 
without cause; mind (citta), mental events (caitta), etc., which depend on a cause to arise, 
would also depend on a cause to perish. Now, [according to your own admission], mind and 
mental events have no other [cause of destruction] than their own impermanence 
(svanityava) as everybody knows (lokaprasiddha). <217> 


e. Since the causes [of destruction] would differ [according to the case], there would be different 
destructions (vindSsavisesa). Fire, sun, snow, caustic substances, etc., being different, the 
products of cooking would differ.” 


f. Finally, for the factor (dharma) that has already perished, it would be necessary to find a 
cause that makes it perish again, as for riipa, etc. 


This is why destruction has absolutely no cause and, as destruction has no cause, everything 
perishes as soon as it arises (utpattyanantaravinasa). Thus we know that there is no displacement. 
[782° 25] 


THIRD ARGUMENT; REFUTATION 


§ 9. Since manifest action has no generating cause (janahetu), we know that it is a 
displacement (desanatarasamkranti). 


This argument also is worthless, for manifest action has a generating cause. What is previous 
(piirva), with regard to what is later (pascima), constitutes a generating cause. Thus, for example, 
the mind of the previous moment (piirvaksanacitta) with regard to the mind of the later moment 
(pascimaksanacitta); the product of earlier cooking (pakaja) with regard to the product of later 
cooking; milk (ksira) with regard to coagulated milk (dadhi); grape juice (draksarasa) with regard 
to wine (mrdvika); wine with regard to vinegar (katuka), etc.’ Thus there is no factor (dharma) that 
changes its place. Since there is no displacement, how could there be movement? [782° 29] <218> 


IMPOSSIBILITY OF MOVEMENT 


§ 10. In addition, [it must be one thing or the other]. If the factor (dharma) is stable (avasthita), it is 
without movement (agatika); being without movement, it should always remain in place. If the 
factor is not stable, it is also without movement for, perishing as soon as it arises 
(utpattyanantaravinasin), it does not involve movement. 


If that is so, what is this movement that is noticed? 


* If factors (dharma) perished by means of external causes, the destructions would vary because the 


external cause is changing: the destruction of wood by fire would differ from the destruction of wood by a 


caustic substance. 

°° Some equivalences: jou (5 and 7) = ho ma = ksira (M. V. 5685); lo (164 and 6) = zho = dadhi (M. V. 5686); 
p’ou t’ao tche (140 and 9; 140 and 8; 85 and 2) = rgun hbruhi khu ba = draksarasa (M. V. 5715); tsieou (164 and 
3) = rgun chang = mrdvika (M. V. 5718); tso (164 and 5) = tshva = katuka (M. V. 1901). 


AAC. 


First Part: Erroneous Theories about the Nature of Action 


That which is seen in another place is not the same thing as before (yad desantare drstam 
muladravyam na bhavati). 


How do we know that it is not the same thing? 


Because at a given place there is continually renewed arising: like the flames of a straw fire 
(trnajvala), or the play of the shadow (chaya). The shadow seen at a given place is not that of 
another place; the screen remaining immobile, the light of the sun... (siryadidyuti) goes further 
away, comes closer, turns, and then we see the shadow get larger, smaller or turn. If the light is 
hidden, no shadow appears. 


Our opponent (paravadin) objects: 


Why this subtle objection against movement? How do we know that what we see in 
one place is not the same thing as before? 


But this again touches on our previously stated dilemma: “If the factor (dharma) is stable, it is 
without movement, etc.” 


In addition, the external condition (bahyapratyaya) of cooking, fire (agni), etc., does not vary 
(abhinna) and nevertheless, subsequently (pascat), various products of cooking are perceived 
(grhita). By this proof, we know that, at each moment (ksane ksane), there is a different product of 
cooking [and not the same product cooked more and more]. 

Under the pretext that there is no cause for these products to be different, you claim that the 
product seen elsewhere is the same product as before. But as there is no reason for this [new 
product] to be identical with the former one, why not <219> accept (kendnistam) that it is no 
longer the former product? As these two hypotheses cannot be held together, movement (gati) is 
not proven (siddha). [782° 13] 


THEORY OF THE SAURYODAYIKA-DARSTANTIKAS: 
(VIJNAPTI-WIND) 


PRESENTATION [OF THE THEORY] 
§ 11. The Sauryodayikas” say: 


°! The Je-tch’ou Iuen (72; 17 and 3; 149 and 8) = nyi ma ‘char ka pa = Sauryodayika (?), ‘another name for 


the root-scholars of the Sautrantika school’ (Bukkyo Daijiten, p. 1332)—closely allied with the 
Darstantikas—are described in a note by K’ouei-ki ad Siddhi, ii, I, 36b: “Here the author refutes the Je- 
tch’ou-luen, i.e., the Sitra-nikaya-mtila-acaryas. In the first century after the Buddha’s death, in North India 
at Taksasila, there was Ku-ma-ra-ta (Bukkyo Daijiten, p. 311), i-e., ‘Young-man-head’ who composed 900 
Sastras. At that time, in the five Indias, there were five Mahasastracaryas, like a ‘Rising of the Sun’ (sirya- 
udaya), who illuminated-guided the world, whence the name Sauryodayika, because they were similar to the 
sun; also called Darstantika-acarya; or, because these masters composed the Drstantika-mala-sastra, 
bringing together the adbhutavastus, they are called Darstantikas. — The seed-[scholars] of the Stitranikaya 
gradually became the Stitranikaya, for what they said became doctrine. However, at that time, there was 
still no Sutranikaya; the latter appeared in the fourth century,” (Siddhi, p. 48). - See also K’ouei-ki, 
commentary on the Siddhi, iv, I, 53b; Noél Péri, A propos de la date de Vasubandhu, BEFEO, 1911, p. 360, 
mentions a Surya-udaya-sastra the title of which, according to Ki-tsang, is taken from a comparison 
(Taisho, 1852). 
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In reality, formations (samskara) are not displaced (desantaram na samkramanti), for, 
in their intrinsic nature (svabhdvatas), they perish instantaneously (ksane ksane 
nirudhyante). But, apart from that, there exists a factor (dharma) which has for its 
cause (hetu) a distinctive mind (cittavisesa) that produces it by relying (nisritya) on the 
hand (pani), the foot (pada), etc. [This factor] is the cause that makes the hand, the 
foot... [renewed as a series] arise in another place. It is called ‘movement’ (gati) and 
also ‘bodily manifest action’ (kayavijfiiapti). In what sense-sphere does it fit? — It fits 
in the sense-sphere of visual form (riipayatana). 


Then why does the eye (caksus) not see it when it sees riipa-color (varnaritpa)? Since it is not seen, 
it does not inform another or manifest to another: why call it information/manifest action 
(vijfiapti)? How do you know that this factor (dharma) really exists? How does this factor make the 
body move and ‘another’ arise? 


That is explained by the wind element (vayudhatu) produced through a distinctive 
mind (cittavisesad utpannah). In its intrinsic nature (svabhavatas) the wind element is 
mobile (cala). It is the cause that makes the foot arise in another place. Apart from the 
wind, where is there a factor (dharma) endowed with mobility? Grass (trna), leaves 
(parna), etc., have no other mobility than the external wind. How do they move? It is 
when the wind stirs (cal-) them, disperses (aksip-) them and touches (samyuj-) them 
that they move. Therefore it should be admitted that the wind is able to make the 
hand, etc., move and arise in another place. Why tire oneself out trying to find 
another thing which, neither in its intrinsic nature (svabhava) nor by its activity 
(kriya), will be able to constitute a factor capable of movement? [782° 26] 


AAC.2. REFUTATION 


§ 12. a. According to you, the wind element (vayudhatu) produced through a distinct mind 
(cittavisesa utpannah) and cause of the arising of the hand... in another place would be bodily 
manifest action (kayavijnapti). But why is this wind element, which is not manifest action 
called ‘manifest action’? In addition, to claim (is) <221> that the sense-sphere of the tangible 
(sparsaiyatana)—into which wind is classified °—is good (kusala) or bad (akusala) is not 
Buddhist (na sakyaputriyam).” 


On the doctrine of the Sauryodayikas, see Introduction, § ADA. It is to be compared with the Darstantika 
thesis stated in Siddhi, p. 48: “There exists a certain Rupa that is neither color (varna) nor shape (samsthana), 
which is produced by the mind. This Rupa sets the hand and the other limbs in motion. It is called ‘action of 
bodily information’ (kayavijfaptikarman).” - Compare also Kosa, ix. F 294: “ What is the principal cause for 
the genesis of bodily action? Memory (smrti) causes an inclination for action (chanda = kartukamata) to arise; 
from the inclination comes initial inquiry (vitarka); from initial inquiry comes effort (prayatna), which gives 
rise to a wind (vayu) which launches bodily action.” 


According to Kosa, i. F 18, wind is one of the eleven types of tangibles. The sense-sphere of the tangible 


(sprastavyayatana) is part of the aggregate of form (ripskandha). 


ss According to Kosa, i. F 54, eight sense-elements (dhatu): the five material sense-faculties, odor, taste and 


tangible are indeterminate (avyakrta), being neither good nor bad. 


10 


AB. 


First Part: Erroneous Theories about the Nature of Action 


b. According to you, a distinctive mind (cittavisesa) makes the body arise in another place, and 
this arising of the body would be bodily manifest action. But such bodily manifest action is 
imagined (kalpita), nonexistent as a real entity (na dravyasat), for the body in its intrinsic 
nature is a composite of multiple factors (sambahuladharmasamghata). In addition, why is [the 
body], which is not manifest action or information, called ‘manifest action’ or ‘information’? 
Odor (gandha), etc., does not manifest to another or does not inform another. Finally, 
claiming that odor, etc., is good or bad is not Buddhist. 


c. According to you, ripa-color (varnariipa) produced through a distinctive mind would be 
bodily manifest action. But this ripa-color is not produced through a distinctive mind: it is 
produced through its own seeds (svabija) and from a distinctive wind (vayuvisesa). In 
addition, claiming that ripa-color is good or bad is not Buddhist.” 


§13. If this ripa-color itself is not bodily manifest action, its arising in another place will 
constitute bodily manifest action. 


What a fool you are (devanampriya)!”’ You are arbitrarily (jen) exhausting your strength on this 
action of information or manifest action (vijfiaptikarman) and you are passionately accumulating 
hypotheses (tchoan-ki); but, when something cannot be acquired by effort, why persist in it 
(prayatnato'sadhyesu kim prayatnena)? Who could <221> establish (vyavasthap-) that this arising [of 
the riipa] is a distinct real entity (anyad dravyam) [of riipa itself]? 


If the arising of the ripa that is perceived is not the same as the ripa, etc., if the sense-faculty 
that sees it is not the same as the eye, etc., how would the seeing subject recognize its existence? 


If it is invisible, why name it manifest action/information? We have said above that it does not 
manifest to others or inform others. 


Finally, if the riipa-color could be good (kusala) or bad (akusala), we could say that its arising 
constitutes bodily manifest action. But ripa-color is neither good nor bad: we have said that 
above. Therefore its arising also [is neither good nor bad, and does not constitute bodily 
manifest action]. 


Consequently, there is no true action of bodily information or bodily manifest action. [782° 15] 


UNMANIEFEST ACTION (AVIJNAPTD*® 


§14. If that is so, then bodily action (kayakarman) is merely an unmanifest action 
(avijiapti). What factor (dharma) is unmanifest action? It is a ripa, discipline 


*“ According to Kosa, i. F 54, the sense-source of visible form (riipadhatu) is good or bad when it constitutes 


a bodily action produced through a good or bad mind; it is indeterminate in all other cases. Now, in your 
hypothesis, ripa-color is not produced through a mind but from its own seeds or from a distinctive wind. 
Therefore it is indeterminate from the moral point of view and cannot constitute any action. 


* On the meaning of this epithet t’ien ngai (37 and 1; 61 and 9) = ha rnams dgah ba = devanampriya, see 


S. Lévi, Journal Asiatique, 1891, Il, p. 549; and Bull. Ac. Roy. Belg., 1933, no. 1-6, p. 12-15. 


°° On the unmanifest action (avijfiapti) of the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasikas, Introduction, ABA; Kosa, i. F 20, 


26; ii. F 241; iv. F 3, 13-17; threefold, p. 43; tyaga, p. 100; Siddhi, p. 50. They had as opponents the 
Sautrantikas (Vibhasa, Taisho 1545, k. 74, p. 383b; Kosa, iv. F 13, 18-25) and the Vijhanavadins (Siddhi, p. 50- 
51). 
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(samvara),’ etc., contained in the sense-sphere of factors (dharmayatana).”* But in the 
realm of desire (kamadhatu), how does unmanifest arise without [prior] manifest 
action?” <223> 


What is the fault (dosa) if there is such unmanifest action in the realm of desire? 


Unmanifest action will operate in conformity with the mind (cittanuparivartin) as in 
the realm of form (ripadhatu). But then, in the person who has a mind different 
[from that which produces unmanifest action (avijfiapti)] or who is without mind 
(acittaka), there will be neither discipline (samvara) nor indiscipline (asamvara).” 


We say that the unmanifest action [called ‘discipline’] is projected for a fixed length of time 
(kalasamadanat),"’ and thus we avoid this fault. [You Vaibhasikas are forced to admit that, in the 
world of desire, an unmanifest action of lying can arise without a prior vocal manifest action]. 
Otherwise, when the Pratimoksa is being read and a monastic remains silent and does not 
confess, how would the monastic be committing the offense of lying (mrsavadapatti)?”” <224> 


*’ — Avijfapti is of three types: (i) discipline (samvara); (ii) non-discipline (asamvara); (iii) neither discipline 


nor non-discipline (naivasamvrandsamvara) (see Kosa, iv. F 43). 


°° Avijfiapti is part of the aggregate of form (riipaskandha) because it is itself form/matter (ripa): the 


manifest action (vijfapti)—from which it is derived—is form/matter, and the fundamental material 
elements that constitute its support are form/matter (see Kosa, i. F 26). But unmanifest action (avijfiapti) is 
invisible form/matter: as such, it is not part of the sense-sphere of visible form (ripayatana) but of the sense- 
sphere of factors (dharmayatana) known by the mental consciousness (see Kosa, i. F 30). 


* In order to understand this objection, one should know that, according to the Vaibhasikas, the arising of 


avijfiapti, discipline, etc., is not the same in all the realms. Here in the realm of desire, discipline is always 
produced by a bodily or vocal manifest action (vijfiapti). On the contrary, in the higher realm of form, 
discipline operates in conformity with the mind (cittanuparivartin) that is strong enough to create the 
discipline by itself without the intervention of a manifest action (vijfiapti). If then, say the Vaibhasikas, the 
Sautrantikas deny bodily and vocal manifest action, they must accept that, in the realm of desire, unmanifest 
action (avijfiapti) does not arise. Compare Kosa, iv. F 13: “If manifest action does not exist, then the 
unmanifest action of the realm of Kamadhatu will no longer exist, for this unmanifest action of Kamadhatu 
depends on manifest action, bodily and vocal action, form (ripa); it does not accompany the mind like the 
unmanifest action of the realm of Rupadhatu.” 


* Continuation of the objection: If the unmanifest action of the realm of desire arises without a prior 


manifest action, one must accept that it operates in conformity with the mind (cittanuparivartin) like the 
unmanifest action of the realm of form. Now, that is not so, for the unmanifest action of the realm of desire 
that develops during sleep, distraction, etc., does not operate in conformity with the mind. Same objection in 
Kosa, iv. F 13. 


“' The Tibetan is clearer: dus yongs su gzung bas ‘phangs pa’i phyir de Itar mi ‘gyur la. The discipline of the 


realm of desire develops even in the state of sleep or distraction, because one has undertaken this discipline 
for a given length of time in advance: for life (yavajjivam) or for a day-and-night (ahoratram). See Kosa, 
iv. F 62. 

© Every fortnight, the monastics in the parish come together for the ‘confession ceremony’. A monastic 
reads the Pratimoksa, in which are listed all the rules which the monastics must observe, to the fellow 
members. He or she asks: “Are you pure or free (of breaking the rules)?” - If a guilty monastic does not 


12 


First Part: Erroneous Theories about the Nature of Action 


[If unmanifest action always resulted from manifest action], there would not be any 
indeterminate (avyakrta: indeterminate from the moral point of view) bodily action, since the 


unmanifest action has only two moral types [goodness or badness]." 


Finally, there would not be good and bad bodily actions at the same moment (ekaksane), since 
the unmanifest action necessarily continues, in the sense that a weak mind (mrducetana) does not 
project (aksipati) unmanifest action, but an unmanifest action projected by a strong mind 
(tivracetana) necessarily continues. * 


Although one arbitrarily (anurucim) assumes the existence of material actions (ripakarman), 
bodily and vocal, one cannot prove that they are good or bad. Why? Because at the end of the 
lifetime, material action will be completely abandoned. How then could it produce (abhinirort) 
an agreeable (manojfia) or disagreeable (amanojfia) effect (phala) later on? [782° 28] 


confess his or her fault, he or she is evidently committing a lie, an unmanifest action of lying. However, this 
unmanifest action is not preceded by a vocal manifest action. Therefore the Vaibhasikas are mistaken when 
they affirm that all unmanifest actions in Kamadhatu derive from a manifest action. (For the Vaibhasika 
reply, see Kosa, iv. F 163, note 5, and Morale bouddhique, p. 133). 


“Why accept that every unmanifest action of Kamadhatu proceeds from a manifest action, since the 


manifest action is sometimes indeterminate from the moral point of view, whereas the unmanifest action is 
always determinate, good or bad (Kosa, iv. F 30)? 


“On weak and strong intention, see Kosa, iv. F 58. 
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SECOND PART: MECHANISM OF THE RETRIBUTION OF ACTION 


THEORY OF THE SARVASTIVADIN-VAIBHASIKAS: EXISTENCE OF PAST 
ACTION 


§ 15. Some’ say: 


Why would this be impossible (ayukta)? <225> Past action (atitakarman), in its 
intrinsic nature (svabhavatas), really exists (asti) and it gives forth its effect (phala) 
accomplished in the future (anagatadhvany abhinirorttah). 


Pustules (visphota) are growing on a tumor (ganda)! Now you are claiming that past action exists 
as intrinsic nature. But that which no longer exists after having existed (yad bhiitapirvam pascan 
na bhavati) is called ‘past’. How can you accept that it exists as intrinsic nature (svabhavatas)? 


But the Bhagavat said: 


“Actions do not perish, even after hundreds of millions of cosmic aeons (kalpa). 
When the complex [of conditions] and the appropriate time <226> come together, they 


bear an effect for the soul (dehinam) [i.e., the stream].””" 


* Tn the Introduction we state the various theories on the ripening of action. Here we will limit ourselves 


to some bibliographical and lexicographical information. 


a) Action exists whether past, future or present: thesis of the Sarvastivadins (v, 1 = Masuda, p. 39; Kosa, v. F 
51-65) and of the later Mahisasakas (ix B, 1 = Masuda, p. 62). 


b) Present and past action that has not given forth its effect exists: thesis of the Kassapikas (Kathavatthu, i, 8) 
or Kasyapiya (xi, 2 = Masuda, p. 65) and of the Vibhajyavadin (Kosa, v. F 52 and Introduction, F lv and 
following). 


c) Only present action exists. It creates ‘non-disappearance’ [i.e., seeds] (avipranasa): thesis of the 
Vatsiputriyas, etc. (below, note 57). It modifies the stream (samtana parinimavisesa) by planting a seed in it: 
thesis of the Mahasamghikas (i A, 45 and i B, 5 = Masuda, p. 31 and 33), of the early Mahisasakas (ix, A, 1 = 
Masuda, p. 59) and the Sautrantikas (Kosa, ii. F 185, 272; v. F 63; ix. F 296; below, § 20). 


The Vaibhasikas have a precise vocabulary with which the translator should familiarize him- or herself. 
They speak in a general manner of the accomplishment of the effect: phalabhinirortti = ‘bras bu [mngon par] 
‘grub pa = te kouo (60 and 8; 75 and 4). They say that action is permanent ‘by itself’ or ‘in its being’, ie., in its 
intrinsic nature, svabhava = [tse] t’i (132; 188 and 13), or in its particular inherent characteristic, svalaksana = 
rang gi mtshan nyid = tse siang (132; 109 and 4), but that it varies in its ‘mode of existence’, bhava = lei yeou 
(181 and 10; 74 and 2). According to them, present action when it is accomplished, ‘projects’ aksipati = “phen 
pa = in (57 and 1) or ‘takes’ pratigrhnati = ‘dsin pa = ts’iu (29 and 6) its effect. But it is only when it is past 
that it ‘gives forth’ prayacchati = ‘byin pa = te (60 and 8) or better yu (134 and 8) its effect. 


“Le: “You have already affirmed the existence of bodily and vocal action, distinct from the intention, and 


now you are claiming that past action exists! This is a case of saying that pustules are growing on the tumor 
that is eating into you.” — There is li (104 and 19) = ‘bras = ganda (M. V. 9487); yong (104 and 18) = ‘brum bu = 
visphota (Vyutpatti 9490). 

“Kosa, v. F 58. 


* ‘na pranasyanti karmani kalpakotisatair api / 


samagrim prapya kalam ca phalanti khalu dehinam // 
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The Bhagavat said that action does not perish. How do you explain that? 


What that means is that action done (krtakarman) is not without effect (nilphala), as is explained in 
the second half of the stanza. Who does not accept (kenanistam) that good or bad action 
(kusalakusala) gives forth (prayacchati) its effect even long afterwards (yun ring por yang). But it is 
necessary to ask oneself (vicirayitavyam) how it gives forth its effect. Does it give forth its effect 
like the rice seed (Salibija), etc., through a distinctive characteristic of the transformation of the 
stream (samtanaparinamavisesa)?’ Or does it give forth its effect because its particular inherent 
characteristic (svalaksana) remains for a long time (dirghakalam avatisthate) and does not perish (na 
vinasyate)?” — If it is by the distinctive characteristic of the transformation of the stream that it 
gives forth its effect, that is fine; but if it gives forth its effect because its particular intrinsic 
characteristic (svalaksana) remains for a long time, then we must say that action in its intrinsic 
nature (ti = svabhiva) escapes destruction for a long time (dirghakalam na vinasyate) and that this 
is the way it gives forth its effect. But it is not because the action no longer has any particular 
inherent characteristic (svalakshana) that it is called ‘destroyed’ (vinasta); it is because the action 
no longer exercises its activity (kriyam na karoti) that it is called ‘destroyed’.’ Why does action 
no longer exercise its activity? Because it no longer projects (aksip-) the future effect. <227> Why 
does it no longer project the future effect? Because formerly it has already projected its effect 
and, having projected it, it is unable to project it again; in the same way, after having arisen, a 
factor (dharma) does not arise anew. [783° 16] 


§16. Why does this action not project other effects, effects of uniform outflow 
(nisyandaphala), etc?” 


Because the effects of universal outflow are unlimited.” 


Frequently cited stanza, nine times, for example, in Divyavadaina (see JPTS, 1886, p. 86), 
Bodhicaryavatarapanijika, ix, 71; Abhidharmakosavyakhya, 221a9; Madhymakaortti, p. 324. There is a variant: 


api kalpasatair api or kalpakotisatair api. The Chinese version does not translate dehinam. 


*® This is the Sautrantika thesis described below, § 20. 


In Tibetan: Does it give forth its effect through a state of its particular inherent characteristic 


(svalaksanavastha)? -— Compare Kosa, v. F 53: “The Bhadanta Vasumitra defends difference in state 
(avasthanyathatva): the time periods differ through a difference of state (avastha). The factor (dharma), going 
through the time periods, having taken up (prapya) such and such a state, becomes different through the 
difference of its state, not through a difference in its real entity (dravya). Example: a token (vartika, gulika) 
placed on the square of ones, is called ‘one’; placed on the square of tens, it is called ‘ten’, placed on the 
square of hundreds, it is called ‘one hundred’.” 


°! Cf. Koga, v. F 55: “It is the activity (karitra) not done, in the process of being done, or already done, that 


determines the time period of the factor (dharma).” 


The effect of uniform outflow is the effect similar to its cause (hetudrsta). See Kosa, ii. F 288; iv. F 186, 


191. - “In fact, it is difficult to attribute to action an effect of outflow properly so-called; action does not 
engender action; action does not bear an effect that is exactly identical to the action. But ‘approved’ 
covetousness has covetousness—a predisposition for covetousness, a certain habitus favorable to acts of 
covetousness—as effect of uniform outflow.” (Morale bouddhique, p. 182-183). 


°° What this means is: “Because there is no limit (fen-hien, 18 and 2, 170 and 6) to the arising of these 


effects during the course of transmigration.” (See Kosa, text vi, fol. 12a; transl. ii, F 272, note 1). Whereas the 
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Should the action—existing at the present moment (vartamdana)—that already has 
projected its effect, no longer project [the effect] again? The action in its intrinsic 
nature (karmasvabhava) does not perish, but remains permanently (nityam) present. 
Why does it not project eternally the effect that it gives forth? 


Did we not say above that, after having projected its effect, [the action] can no longer project it 
again? In the same way, after having arisen, a factor (dharma) cannot arise again. 


Why bring back this difficulty? 


Although we have mentioned it above, you have not resolved this difficulty. If the action in its 
intrinsic nature (karmasvabhava) were constantly present, it ought to be, as at the very center of 
its present [existence], always called ‘present’ and always project its effect; it should always re- 
arise, as at the beginning [of its present existence]. 


But although past action in itself (atitakarmasvabhava) really exists (asti), it no 
longer has activity (karitra) and consequently is not present. Not being present, it no 
longer projects an effect. <228> 


That is not correct either, for if [action] in its intrinsic nature (svabhava) always existed, it should, 
as during its present [existence], always exert its activity. In addition, if the past factors (dharma) 
accepted by you had the capability (samarthya) of giving forth (prayam) an effect, why would 
they not be present? 


But the expression ‘present’ is applied exclusively to factors (dharma) that take 
(pratigrhnanti) — or that project — their effect. 


That is not correct either, for the [ripening] activity being the same, one would have present 
(vartamana) and past (atita) factors at the same time.” The factor that no longer exercises the 
activity of taking (pratigrah-) the effect is called ‘past’; the factor that exercises the activity of 
giving forth (prayam-) the effect is called ‘present’. When this activity is exhausted, it is called 
‘destroyed’ (vinasta). If, after having perished, the factors perished again, it also would have to 
be the case that after having arisen, they would arise again. Therefore your theory [of a past 
action causing a effect] does no hold (asiddha). [783° 1] 


§ 17. How does the factor (dharma) ‘project’ (aksipati) its effect? 


By establishing (vyavasthap-) it in such a manner that it arises later. 


ripened effect exhausts the force of ripening of an action, the effect of universal outflow, in its intrinsic 
nature, cannot come to an end by itself. (Morale bouddhique, p. 183). 


Koga, v. F 55-56: “Are you saying that the operation is to project and to give forth an effect 


(phaladanaparigraha)? But then, if giving forth the effect is ‘operation’, the causes, homogenous cause 
(sabhagahetu), etc., give forth their effect when they are past, one arrives at the conclusion that, being past, 
they accomplish their operation and consequently would be present. Or if the operation, in order to be 
complete, requires the projecting and the giving forth of the effect, these past causes will at least be semi- 
present. The time periods are thus mixed up. 
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But then in the very last moment of his existence, [the Arhat] freed from contaminations 
(ksinasarva) does not project an effect, since this effect does not arise later.” Consequently, the 
mind of the Arhat is not present, will not be destroyed (vinasta) and will not enter into the past. 
If, in the present, it is without activity (karitra), how, in the future, could one say that it is 
destroyed? <229> 


Although it is without activity [in the present moment], it will even so be destroyed 
[later]. 


Then, while being past, it could again be destroyed! If the already destroyed entity could again 
be destroyed anew, the already arisen entity could re-arise. This is in contradiction (virodhadosa) 
to what has been said above. 


The mind of the Arhat exists; it has the power to engender an effect in the future; 
nevertheless, if conditions (pratyaya) are lacking, this effect will not arise.” 


That is not correct either. If the effect does not arise, how will one know if the mind [that projects 
it in vain] exists and is capable of engendering it? We would have to say that this mind 
contradicts the law of twofold condition (pratyaya), for it both is and is not [at the same time]: 
although produced through a cause (hetuta utpannam), it is not capable of engendering its effect 
later. This is why the system according to which a [mind] of this kind can project its effect, is not 
valid. It is absolutely necessary that the seed (bija) makes the effect grow (vrdh-) for it to be 
called ‘projector of the effect’. 


In addition, the school [of the Vaibhasikas) holds that the past (atita) and the future (anagata) exist 
in their intrinsic nature (svabhavatas). But then how would the future not be present and a 
projector of the effect? If everything (sarvadravya) existed at all times (sarvakala), at what moment 
would there be something not existing in its intrinsic nature? However, according to the sitra, 
[action] ripens only when it encounters the collocation of conditions (pratyayasamagri) and the 
favorable time (kala). 


Finally, the [Vaibhasikas] should tell us what this principle is, <230> this state (avastha), this 
power ‘establishing the effect in such a way that it arises’ and is called for this reason ‘projector 
of the effect’; actually, [according to them,] everything exists always. 


Therefore their theory that has it that past action (atitakarman) exists in its intrinsic nature 
(svabhavatas) and gives forth (prayam) an effect that is accomplished in the future (andgatadhvany 
abhinirvrttam), does not hold (asiddha). [783° 19] 


°° No mind, no mental event arises after the last mind and last mental events of the Arhat. The last mind of 


the Arhat does not engender a ripened effect, but an effect of disconnection (visamyogaphala): Nirvana. (Kosa, 
ii. F 305) 

°° For the Vaibhasikas, the last mind of the Arhat is a mental sense-faculty (manas), i.e., a support mind 
that would be capable of supporting a subsequent mind if that would arise. But as, in fact, this subsequent 
mind does not arise in the absence of other necessary causes for its arising, the mental sense-faculty of the 
Arhat—unlike other minds—is not the condition as the equivalent and immediate antecedent 


(samanantarapratyaya) in regard to the subsequent mind (Kosa, ii. F 305). 


17 


BB. 


BBA. 


BBB. 


Karmasiddhiprakarana by Vasubandhu 


THEORY OF THE EARLY SAMMITIYAS: NON-DISAPPEARANCE 
(AVIPRANASA) 


PRESENTATION [OF THE THEORY] 


§18. In this case, it must be accepted that the two bodily and vocal actions, good or bad, 
deposit (adadhati)” into the psycho-physical stream (skandhasamtana) a separate 
factor (dharma), existing as a real entity (dravyasat) and classed among the 
formations dissociated from the mind (cittaviprayuktasamskara)”. <231> This factor 
is called ‘increase’ (upacaya)” by some, ‘non-disappearance’ (avipranasa)” by others. 
Due to this factor, one accomplishes (abhinirvrt-)” the agreeable or disagreeable 
future effect. The existence of this factor must also be accepted for mental action 
(manahkarman). Otherwise (anyatra), when another mind arises and the mental 
action has disappeared (nivrtta), if this particular factor were not deposited in the 
mental stream (cittasamtana), how could the future effect be accomplished? Therefore 
it is necessary (niyatam) to accept the existence of such a factor. [783” 26] 


REFUTATION 


§ 19. a. When one has first studied (abhyas-) a text (grantha 
recalls the memory (smrti) of it; when, first, one has seen or heard... the object-fields (visaya) and 


‘a and when, long afterwards, one 


when, long afterwards, one reproduces the memory of them, at what moment (ksana) does one 
produce (utpadayati) the factor (dharma) that later allows one to recall its memories? 


*’ The theory of non-disappearance (avipranaéa) is explained: a. in the Madhyamakaortti, p. 317-323; b. in 


the Madhyamakavatara, p. 126, 1. 12 (Muséon, 1910, p. 318: “The one who maintains that action perishes, in 
order to answer the question: How can the effect arise from the action that has perished?, imagines... an 
entity, non-disappearance (avipranasa), similar to a register of debts”; c. maybe in Kosa, ii. F 304: “According 
to other masters (Vibhasa, 179,4; Samghabhadra, Taisho 1562, 444°23, there is a certain factor (dharma) in 
the stream of beings that is the indicative mark (cihna = linga) of the effects that will arise in the future, 


namely, a certain formation (samskara) dissociated from the mind.” 


Since Kouei-ki, in the list of the formations dissociated (viprayukta) from the mind in Siddhi, p. 71, mentions 
the non-disappearance (aviprandsa) of the Early Sammitiyas, we can attribute this theory to the 
Vatsiputriya-Sammitiyas. But other schools also accept the non-disappearance: the Karmasiddhi informs us 
that this factor (dharma) is called ‘accumulation’ (upacaya) by some, non-disappearance (avipranasa) by 
others; we read in the Madhyamakaortti, p. 318: yas cayam avipranaso ‘smabhir uktah sutrantaroktah... [The 
Vaibhasikas of Kashmir also refer to the example of debt, see Kosa, iv. F 95.] 

© in... Ki (57 and 1; 156 and 3) = skyed = adadhati. 


°° On the factors (dharma) dissociated from the mind, see Kosa, ii. F 178 and following. 


®  tseng tch’ang (32 and 12; 168) = brtsegs = upacaya. [Compare Kathavatthu, xv, Il, where the Andhakas 


and the Sammitiyas distinguish kamma and kamma-upacaya.] 


a pou che hoai (1 and 3; 37 and 2; 32 and 16) = chud mi za ba = avipranasa. 


© te (60 and 8) = mngon par ‘grub pa = abhinitort-. 


° wen yi (62; 123 and 7) = gzung = grantha. 
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b. As for the mind of entering into the absorption of cessation (nirodhasamitticitta), what factor 
(dharma) does this mind produce, by virtue of which, subsequently (pascat), upon leaving the 
absorption, the mind of leaving the absorption (vyutthanacitta)” will arise? <232> 


c. Finally, when one dyes the flower of the lemon-tree (matulungapuspa) with the red essence of 
lacquer (laksarasarakta),” — and both [lacquer and flower] are going to perish together, — what 
factor (dharma) is produced by virtue of which, subsequently, when the fruit will arise, the 
[lemon-]seed (kesara) will be red in color (raktavarna)?” [783° 3] 


THEORY OF THE SAUTRANTIKAS: TRANSFORMATION OF THE STREAM 
(SAMTANAPARINAMA) 


PRESENTATION [OF THE THEORY]” 


§ 20. This is why—with the exclusion of this imaginary (parikalpita) factor (dharma) produced 
separately through the two bodily and vocal actions—it is enough that a distinct intention 
(cetanavisesa) exercises a perfuming (bhavana) on the mental stream (cittasamtana) and creates a 
potentiality (Sakti) in it. By means of a distinctive characteristic of the transformation 
(parinamavisesa) of this potentiality, later there will arise a distinctive effect (phalavisesa). Thus, 
when one dyes the flower of the lemon tree (matulungapuspa) with the essence of red lacquer 
(laksarasarakta), the stream of the flower transforms (parinamate) and, at the time when the effect is 
formed, the [lemon-]seed (kesara) is red in color (raktavarna). We will know that the perfuming 
(bhavana) of inner (adhyatmika) factors occurs in the same way.” [783° 8] <233> 


REPLY TO OBJECTIONS 
§ 21. Why not accept that the two bodily and vocal actions perfume the mental stream 
(cittasamtana)? 


“During the absorption of cessation (of conception and sensation), the mind is interrupted for a long time. 


Upon coming out of the absorption, how can a new mind arise from a mind that has been destroyed for a 
long time? For the Vaibhasikas who accept the existence of past dharmas, there is no difficulty (see Kosa, ii. 
F 211). But for the Sammitiyas, the question is insoluble; since the mental stream is interrupted during the 
absorption, their non-disappearance (avipranasa) will rest no longer on anything. 


°® tse kong tche (120 and 6; 112 and 15; 85 and 2) = rgya skyegs khu ba dmar po = laksarasarakta. 


°° If the lemon flower is dyed with lacquer, the seed of the new effect is red. But the red seed when planted 


will not produce a new red seed again. Same comparison below, § 20, 32, 40; Kosa, ix. F 299. 


°*’ On the distinctive characteristic of the transformation of the stream (samtanaparninamavisesa) of the 


Sautrantika stream, see Introduction, § ADB, and Morale bouddhique, p. 198. - Detailed statement in Kosa, 
ii. F 185, 272; v. F 63; ix. F 296; Madhyamaortti, p. 312-314. 


°° “Just as, when one dyes the seed, the plant gives forth a flower the color of the dye, without this color 


being visible in the stem or in the sap; in the same way the mental series undergoes a subtle transformation 
due to the action and blossoms according to the action, assuming a certain body, experiencing a certain 


suffering, enjoying a certain ecstasy.” (Morale bouddhique, p. 198). 
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a. Because it is by virtue of a mind (cittam apeksya) that bodily or vocal action is good (kusala) or 
bad (akusala).”” It is impossible (ayukta) that—rendered good or bad by a mind—I[bodily or vocal 
action] would be able [on its own initiative] to give forth (prayam-) a future agreeable or 
disagreeable effect in a distinct mental stream. Actually, it is not one who performs the action 
and another who gathers the effect. (Tibetan version: That by which something is made good or 
bad is capable of giving to the stream of this entity an agreeable or disagreeable effect, but the 
stream cannot do [anything similar]). 


b. Let us suppose that the intrinsic nature (ti, svabhava) of the accomplished action is destroyed 
(vinasta), but that, nevertheless, the mental stream (cittasamtaina) that is perfumed (bhavita) by 
this action can—by virtue of a distinctive characteristic of the transformation of its potentialities 
(saktiparinimavisesa)—give forth (prayam-) a future agreeable or disagreeable effect. But then, 
after the absorptions without mind (acittakasamapatti) and after the existence among the non- 
identifying gods (asamjnnideva)” where the mental stream (cittasamtana) is cut (chinna), how 
could the action prior [to these states] later bring an agreeable or disagreeable effect? [783° 14] 
<234> 


® For the Vaibhasikas, bodily action is a form (riipa). Now form can be neither good nor bad (see above, 


§ 12c). The mind alone gives their moral value to actions. 


” The two absorptions without mind are the absorption of non-conception (asamjiisamapatti) and the 


absorption of cessation (nirodhasamaptti), Kosa, ii. F 200-214. The non-identifying gods are beings conscious 
at birth and at death. In the interim, their consciousness is suspended. After a long time, when they produce 
consciousness anew, they die. — See Kosa, ii. F 199-200. 
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THIRD PART: THE ‘STREAM’ OR THE RIPENING ACTION 


PRELIMINARY QUESTION: NIRODHASAMAPATTI (ABSORPTION OF 
CESSATION)” 


OPINION OF THE SARVASTIVADIN-VAIBHASIKAS 
§ 22. Some” say: 


In the present life (iha janmani), <235> mind (citta) perfumed (bhavita) by prior 
actions resumes its course (pratisamdadhati) after the absorption; thus, [mind] gives 
forth future agreeable and disagreeable effects. 


But since the mind has been eradicated (samucchinna) [during the absorption], how could it 
resume its course? 


“| Tn order to define exactly the nature of the stream (samtana) wherein action ripens, it is necessary to 


determine the precise nature of the absorption of cessation (nirodhasamapatti). On the one hand, the Buddha 
declared that during this absorption, consciousness (vijfidna) does not leave the body; on the other hand, by 
definition, conception and sensation are absent in this absorption, which is the cessation of conception and 
sensation (samjfaveditanirodha). The discussion which follows will be clear if one remembers the birth of a 
conscious consciousness. In order and in dependency: 1. the mental sense-faculty (manas); 2. the object to be 
cognized (dharma); 3. the mental consciousness (manovijfana); 4. contact among the first three (sparsa); 
5. sensation and conception (vedand, samjfia) which are absent in the absorption of cessation; 6. craving 
(trnsa). The whole question is to know if the encounter of the first three elements necessarily entails contact, 
and if every contact necessarily entails sensation. In the affirmative, the absorption of cessation does not 
contain the mental consciousness, for the latter would necessarily entail sensation and conception which 


must be absent in the absorption. 


Some schools claim that the absorption of cessation is without mind (acittaka). If the Buddha affirms that, in 
this state, consciousness does not leave the body, it is because the mind is produced again after the 
absorption, either the mind subsequent to the absorption has the mind prior to absorption as the equivalent 
and immediate antecedent (Vaibhasika thesis), or [the mind] arises from the material sense-faculties that are 


left intact by the absorption (root opinion of the Sautrantika-Darstantikas). 


Other schools claim that the absorption of cessation is endowed with a mind (sacittaka), namely, a subtle 
consciousness (stiksmavijfidna) that does not leave the body, according to the word of the Buddha. But they are 
not in agreement on the nature of this consciousness: mental consciousness (manovijfidna) with all the mental 
events (caitta) that are necessarily associated with it, with the exception of conception and sensation (thesis 
of Vasumitra, of the Vibhajyavadins, branch-opinion of the Sautrantikas); or else, mental consciousness 
without mental events (variant branch-opinion of the Sautrantikas); or else, a ripening consciousness 
(vipakavijfiana) better known under the name of ‘store-consciousness’ (dlayavijfidna) (opinion of the 
Sttrapramanikas).The references to these schools will be given below. 


” The Vaibhasika theory is stated: a. in Kosa, ii. F 211: “Past factors (dharma) exist. Consequently, the mind 


(just) prior to this absorption, the mind of absorption (samdapatticitta) or the mind of entry into the 
absorption, is the condition as the equivalent and immediate antecedent (samanantarapratyaya) of the mind 
subsequent to the absorption, or the ‘emerging-mind’ (vyutthanacitta)”; b. in Samgraha (Chin. 334° 8-9; Tib. 
12° 6-7), Bhasya (Chin. 334° 10-13; Tib. 164° 1-3), Upanibandhana (Chin. 395° 6-9; Tib. 263° 3-4); c. in Siddhi, 
p. 205. 
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[Mind] has the ‘mind of entry into absorption’ (samdapatticitta) for its ‘condition as 
the equivalent and immediate antecedent’ (samanantarapratyaya) and thus resumes 
its course. 


But the mind of entry into absorption has been destroyed (vinasta) for a long time. How could it 
constitute a ‘condition as the equivalent and immediate antecedent’? We have excluded the 
hypothesis that past action (atitakarman) can give forth (prayam-) an effect. This exclusion must be 
applied here also.” Therefore the ‘emerging mind’ (vyuttanacitta) does not resume the course of 
the mind. [783° 19] 


ROOT-OPINION OF THE DARSTANTIKAS 
§ 23. Some” say: 


It is through the force of its seeds (bijavasat) <236> in dependence upon the material 
sense-faculties (ripindriyasrita) that the mind subsequent to the absorption comes into 
existence. Actually, the seeds (bija) that give rise to mind and mental events 
(cittacaitta) rest, according to the case (yathayogam), on [one] of the two following 
(samtana) streams: the mental stream (cittasamtdana) or the stream of the material 
sense-faculties (riipindriyasamtana). 


But the sitra’’ does not say that the mental sense-faculty (manas) and the factors (dharma) are the 
conditions (pratyaya) that give rise to the mental consciousness (manovijfiana). [If during the 
absorption the material sense-faculties alone carried the seeds of the future mental 
consciousness], if there were no mental sense-faculty [to carry these seeds], how could the 
mental consciousness arise? 


You should know the following: it happens (syat)” that, by ‘mental sense-faculty’ 
(manas), the sitra designates the seeds of the mental sense-faculty (manobija); it is 
using the name of the effect, [namely, the mental sense-faculty itself] metaphorically 
(upacara) in order to designate the cause, [namely, the seeds of the mental sense- 
faculty]. In the same way, in order to designate the tangible (sprastavya), we use the 


* The mind of entry into absorption, which is past, cannot ‘give forth’ the mind emerging from 


absorption. 


™ The root-opinion of the early Darstantikas is stated: a. in Koga, ii. F 212: “When a person is born in 


Arupyadhatu, form or matter (ripa) is cut off for a long period of time; if this person is then reborn in 
Kamadhatu or in Rapadhatu, his or her new form does not come from the stream of form previously 
interrupted for a long period of time, but rather, from the mind. In the same way, the mind emerging from 
absorption does not have for its cause the mind just prior to the absorption: it is born from the ‘body 
possessed with sense-faculties’ (sendriyakakaya). This is why the ancient masters say: Two factors (dharma) 
are each other’s seeds (anyonyabijaka): these two factors are the mind and the ‘body possessed with sense- 
faculties’; b. in Samgraha (Chin. 336° 9-12; Tib. 12° 4-6), Bhasya (Chin. 336° 13-21; Tib. 167° 5-168" 2), 
Upanibandhana (Chin. 396° 23-396° 11; Tib. 265° 108); c. in Siddhi, p. 207). 

See § 25. 


7° houo che (62 and 4; 72 and 6) = syat. 
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name of the [effects of the tangible] metaphorically: hunger (bubhuksa) and thirst 
(pipasa). 
But how could each mind and each mental event arise from two streams of seeds (bijasamtana)? 
We do not see that there is anything similar in the factors (dharma) produced from seeds, the 
shoot (ankura), etc. There may be several conditions (pratyaya) for one and the same effect, but it 
is wrong that one and the same effect arises from two seeds (bija). 


By accepting that, you will not escape from the difficulty mentioned above (§ 21): “But then, 
after the absorptions without mind (acittakasamapatti) and after existence among the non- 
identifying gods (asamjfiideva) where the mental stream (cittasamtdana) is cut off (chinna), how 
could the action prior [to these states] bear an agreeable or disagreeable effect later?” [783° 29] 
<237> 


BRANCH-OPINION OF VASUMITRA, OF THE SAUTRANTIKAS, ETC. 
§ 24. Some say: 

But this fault (dosa) is due to the theory (paksa). 
To what theory? 


To the theory of those who accept that these states (avastha) of absorption and non- 
consciousness are without mind (acittaka). Some” say that these states are endowed 
with a mind (sacittaka) and thus they avoid the fault mentioned [in § 23]. Thus the 
Bhadanta Vasumitra in his treatise (Sastra) entitled Pariprccha says: “Those who 
consider the absorption of cessation (nirodhasamdapatti) as being without mind 
(acittaka) come up against the difficulty [of explaining how the mind resumes after 
the absorption]. But I maintain that this absorption of cessation is endowed with a 
subtle mind (siiksmacitta). The difficulty does not exist for me.” Vasumitra also cites 
the siitras to establish his theory, such as the si#tra that says: “In the person who 
dwells (viharati) in the absorption of cessation, the bodily energies (kayasamskdara) 
do not allow themselves to be destroyed (niruddha)”, etc., up to “his or her sense- 
faculties do not deteriorate (praluj-), his or her consciousness (vijfiana) does not leave 
the body.” [784° 6] <238> 


” The theory of the subtle consciousness (citta) is attributed: a. to the Bhadanta Vasumitra by Kosa, ii. F 


212. This Vasumitra, described as Bhadanta or Sthavira, is different from the Vasumitra of the Vibhasa. He 
is the author of a Pariprcchasastra and of a Paficavastuka commented on by Dharmatrata (Taisho 1555). — See 
Kosa, Introduction, F xliv-xlv; b. to the opinion of the variant branch-system of the Sttra-nikaya (tsong tchoan 
ki; 40 and 5; 159 and 11; 149 and 2) and to the Sthaviracaryas by the Vibhasa (Taisho 1545, k. 151, p. 772°, 
774°). 

This theory is stated and refuted: a. in Kosa, ii. F 212; b. in Samgraha (Chin. 334° 14-21; Tib. 12° 7-12" 4), 
Bhasya (Chin. 334° 22-335° 2; Tib. 164° 3-166* 2), Upanibandhana (Chin. 395° 16-396" 16; Tib. 263° 4-264° 1); 
c. in Siddhi, p. 208-210. 


*  Siddhi, p. 204, quotes the entire passage: “In the person who dwells (viharati) in the absorption of 


cessation, the formations (samskara) of the body, speech and mind do not allow themselves to be destroyed 
(nirodha); but his or her life (@yus) is not destroyed, he or she does not lose warmth (usman), his or her sense- 
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§ 25. With what consciousness is this state endowed? 
Some say: 
It is endowed with the sixth consciousness, the mental consciousness (manovijfana). 


But” does the siitra not say: “By reason of the mental sense-faculty (manas) and the factors 
(dharma), there arises the mental consciousness; from the collocation of the triad, contact; and at 
the same time as contact, there arise sensation, conception, intention” (manah pratitya dharmams 
cotpadyate manovijfianam. trayanam samnipatah sparsah. sahajata vedana samjna cetana ca).’ How 
could this state (absorption of cessation) be endowed with a mental consciousness without the 
collocation of the triad [mental sense-faculty, factors (dharma), mental consciousness]? How could 
there be a collocation of the triad without contact? How could there be contact without sensation 
and conception? Now, this state is called ‘absorption of cessation of conception and sensation’ 
(samjfiaveditanirodhasamapatti). 


Someone makes the objection to us: 


Why did the Bhagavat say: “Conditioned by sensation, there is craving” 
(vedanapratyaya trsna), while every sensation is not equally the cause of craving? It 
is the same for contact (sparsa). Any contact whatsoever is not equally the condition of 
sensation (vedanapratyaya). 


In another sitra, the Bhagavat himself distinguished (visis, prabhid) between the cases. He said 
that “sensation produced through contact accompanied by ignorance” (avidyasamsparsaja vedana) 
is the condition of craving (trsna),’’ but nowhere does he distinguish a particular contact that 
would [alone] be the condition of sensation. Since he does not distinguish one separately, your 
objection is not valid. [784° 14] <239> 


VARIANT BRANCH-OPINION OF THE SAUTRANTIKAS 
STATEMENT 
§ 26. Some” say: 


The phrase: “From the collocation of the triad (trisamnipata), there is contact (sparsa)” 
means that, when the three real entities [mental sense-faculty, factors and mental 


faculties do not deteriorate (praluj-), his or her consciousness (vijfiana) does not leave (hi) the body.” 
(Compare Majjhima, i, 296). - The bodily energies (kayasamskara) are inhalation and exhalation (andpana); 
the vocal energies (vaksamskara) are initial inquiry (vitarka) and investigation (vicara); the mental energies 
(manahsamskara) are intention (cetana), conception (samjna), etc. (See Samgrahabhasya, Taisho, 1597, 335° 20). 


” Same objection and same answer in Kosa, ii. F 212-3. 


“Similar passages in Samyukta, 11, 2; 13, 4.- Compare Samyutta, ii, 72; iv, 33 et passim: cakkhum ca 


paticca riipe ca uppajjati cakkhuvifinanam; tinnam samgati phasso; phassapaccaya vedand; vedanapaccaya tanha: 
ayam kho dukkhassa samudayo. 


I Samyukta, 2,4. - Compare Samyutta, iii, 96: avijjasamphassajena bhikkave vedayitena phutthassa 


assutavato puthujanassa uppanna tanha. 


® This is the variant branch-thesis of the Sautrantikas stated and refuted in Samgraha and commentaries 


(see references to note 77) and in Siddhi, p. 211-4. 
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consciousness] are capable of uniting, contact arises. But in this state (avastha: 
absorption of cessation), they are not capable of producing (utpad-) contact or either 
sensation (vedana) or conception (samjna) [which result from contact], for the mind of 
entry into absorption (samapatticitta) is damaged (disita). If then there is no contact 
in this state of absorption, all the more reason (kim uta) that sensation and conception 
will be lacking. Therefore, in this state, there is only a mental consciousness 
(manovijnana) without mental events (caitta). 


In this case, is the mental consciousness of this state good (kusala), afflicted (klista) or 
indeterminate (avyakrta)? 


What is faulty in accepting that? [784° 18] 


REFUTATION 


§27. THIS MENTAL CONSCIOUSNESS (MANOVIJNANA) CANNOT BE EITHER GOOD 
(KUSALA) OR AFFLICTED (KLISTA) OR INDETERMINATE (AVYAKRTA).” 

a. If this mental consciousness were good (kusala) how could it be good without being 

associated (samprayukta) with the good roots, absence of greed, etc. (alobhadikusalamiila)?™ 

Assuming <240> that [mental consciousness] is associated with these good roots, absence of 


greed, etc., how could there not be contact? 


But, being projected (aksipta) by a good ‘condition as the equivalent and immediate 
antecedent’ (kusala samanantarapratyaya), this mental consciousness is good.” 


That is not so for, immediately after a good mind, there can arise three kinds of mind [good, 


bad, indeterminate].”° 


— In addition, a good mind projected by the force of the good roots is not 
capable of removing (nivrt-) absence of greed (alobha). — Finally, without good roots, [this mental 
consciousness] cannot be good. Now, the absorption of cessation, like cessation [nirvana] itself, is 


good. [784° 25] 


b. If this mental consciousness were afflicted (klista), how could it be afflicted without being 
associated (samprayukta) with the afflictions, greed, etc. (lobhadiklesa)? Supposing that it were 
associated with the afflictions, greed, etc., how could there not be a contact [involving the 
presence of the mental events]? Thus, in the Dasapariprcchasttra, the Bhagavat himself said: 
“Any (anyatama) aggregate of sensation (vedanaskandha), aggregate of conception (samjfiaskandha), 
aggregate of formation (samskaraskandha) whatsoever has contact (sparsa) as condition (pratyaya).” 


* This special point is treated: a. in Samgraha (Chin. 335° 3-4; Tib. 12” 4); Bhasya (Chin. 335° 5-336? 8; Tib. 
166° 2-167" 5), Upanibandhana (Chin. 396° 18-196" 19; Tib. 264° 1-265? 1); b. in Siddhi, p. 213. 

LS: Bold capitals from now on designate Vasubandhu’s position. 

“A mind is good through association (samprayogatas) when it is associated with the good roots that are 
part of the good mental events (see Siddhi, p. 319-20). 

®° This is the thesis of the Kosa, ii. F 203; iv, p. 33, for which the factors (dharma) can be good or bad by 
means of their arousing cause (samutthanata). 


* See Siddhi, p. 213, and the lengthy analysis in Kosa, ii. F 316-331. 
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- In addition, if the absorption of non-conception (asamjfisamapatti) is not considered to be 
afflicted, all the more reason (kim uta) the absorption of cessation.” [784° 28] 


c. But, you say, this mental consciousness is unobscured-indeterminate (anivrtavyakrta). 


Is it produced from ripening (vipakaja) or relative to the modes of proper deportment 
(airyapathika) or relative to the skill in the creative arts (sailpasthanika) or relative to miraculous 
emanations (nairmita, nairmanika)?” <241> 


What is the fault with accepting that? [784b1] 


§ 28. THIS MENTAL CONSCIOUSNESS (MANOVIJNANA) DOES NOT EXIST AS A 
RIPENED EFFECT (VIPAKAJA). 


a. Let us assume that this mental consciousness is produced as a ripened effect (vipikaja). 
Following a mind absorbed in the summit of cyclic existence (bhavagrasamapatticittanantaram),” 
after [already] having been prevented during eight successive stages (bhiimi),”’ how could the 
mind of the realm of desire produced as a ripened effect (kamavacara vipakaja citta) arise? - On the 
other hand, how could the non-agitated mind (anifijyadicitta) [of the two higher realms] arise 
after it? Thus, in the Mahakausthulasitra,” it is asked: “Upon leaving the absorption of cessation, 
how many contacts (sparsa) will one will get hold of?” — Answer: “O Mahakausthila, one will get 
hold of three contacts: contact with non-agitation (dnifijyasparsa), contact with nothingness 
(akimcanyasparsa), and contact with signlessness (animittasparsa).””” [784° 6] 


b. In addition, assuming that this mental consciousness is a ripened mind (vipaka-citta) projected 
by former actions (purvakarmaksipta), for what reason does [this mental consciousness] not go past 


* Actually, nothing is afflicted or indeterminate in a good absorption (samapatti) (see Siddhi, p. 213; Koéa, 


viii. F 145). 
Like every unobscured-indeterminate (anivrtavyakrta) factor (dharma), the unobscured-indeterminate 
mental consciousness may be: 1. arisen from ripening (vipakaja); 2. relative to the modes of deportment, lying 
down, sitting, etc. (airyapathika); 3. related to professional work or skill in the creative arts 
(Sailpasthastanika); 4. the mind capable of miraculous emanations (nirmanacitta). See Kosa, ii. F 265. But the 
absorption of cessation, good in its intrinsic nature, cannot contain any mental consciousness of this kind. 


* One enters into the absorption of cessation on leaving the absorption of perception-sphere of neither 


conception nor non-conception (naivasamjndnadsamjfdyatana) also called the ‘summit of cyclic existence’ 
(bhavagra), Kosa, ii. F 203. 


°* Namely, the four trances (dhyana) and the four non-material absorptions (aripya), Kosa, viii. F 132-4. 


°*' Good action belonging to the realm of desire (kamadhatu) is called ‘meritorious’; good action belonging 


to the two higher worlds (ripa- and aryupyadhatu) is called ‘non-agitated’, anifijya (Kosa, iv. F 107). 


* An unknown siitra by a famous individual, see M. Akanuma, Dictionnaire des noms propres du 


bouddhisme indien, Nagoya, 1931, p. 373. [In Samyutta, iv, 295, the three contacts are emptiness (sufifiata), 
(signlessness) animitta, wishlessness (appanihita).] 


* These three contacts of the three absorptions are to be compared to the three absorptions called 


‘absorption of emptiness’ (Stinyatasamadhi, absorption of signlessness’ (dnimittasamadhi), absorption of 


wishlessness (apranihitasamadhi), (Kosa, viii. F 184). 
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<242> the limit,” the moment of leaving the contemplation fixed by the resolution of entry? 
[784° 8] 


c. Moreover, why is it necessary that the mind absorbed in the summit of cyclic existence 
(bhavagrasamapatticitta)—having cessation as object-support (nirodhalambaka)—must have arrived 
at the end (nisthagata), so that the mind arisen as ripened effect (vipakaphalacitta) and projected 
(aksipta) by the traces of previous actions (pirvakarmavasana) of the realm of desire (kamadhatu) 
comes to be manifested, whereas it was not manifesting in the previous actions? [784° 10] 


d. Finally, among sentient beings here, if matter arisen as a ripened effect (vipakajariipa) does 
not resume (na pratisamdadhati) after having been cut (samucchinna), why does the mind arisen 
as ripened effect, once cut, resume? [784° 11] 


§ 29. THIS MENTAL CONSCIOUSNESS (MANOVIJNANA) IS NEITHER RELATIVE TO A 
MODE OF PROPER DEPORTMENT (AIRYAPATHIKA) NOR RELATIVE TO SKILL 
IN THE CREATIVE ARTS (SAILPASTHANIKA) NOR RELATIVE TO MIRACULOUS 
EMANATIONS (NAIRMITA). 


But this mental consciousness exists relative to a mode of proper deportment 
(airyapathika) or relative to the skill in the creative arts (Sailpasthanika) or also 
relative to magical emanations (nairmita, nairmanika). 


a. How could this mind be concerned (alambeta) with the mode of proper deportments, etc.? In 
the absence of contact (sparsa), how would it be able to instigate them (abhisamskr-)? 


b. In addition, it is accepted (isyate) that the nine successive absorptions (navanupurvavuhara- 
samapatti)’ and the eight liberations (vimoksa)” are good (kuéala) in their intrinsic nature. 
Therefore it is not possible (ayukta) that these states (avastha) show an afflicted (klista) or 
indeterminate (avyakrta) mind. <243> 


c. Finally, it is by utilizing the summit of cyclic existence (bhavagra), by taking cessation 
(nirodha) as object-field (visaya) and the attention to calmness (santamanasikara) as basis (dsraya) 
that one enters into the absorption of cessation of conception and sensation (samjfidveditanirodha- 
samiapatti). Thus, this question on the absorption of cessation is asked in the Mahakausthilasitra: 
“How many causes (hetu), how many conditions (pratyaya) are the basis allowing entry into the 
absorption of the element-of-signlessness (animittadhatusamapatti)?” — Answer: “O Mahakausthila, 
two causes, two conditions, are the basis allowing entry into the absorption of the element-of- 
signlessness: absence of attention to all marks (sarvanimittamanasikarabhava) and attention to the 


°** “What proof is there that the ripened effect which [the mental consciousness] constitutes has not already 


been exhausted?” 


* Namely, the four trances (dhyana), the four formless absorptions (ariipya) and the absorption of 


cessation (nirodhasamapatti). - On these nine absorptions acquired one after the other, Dirgha, 17, 11: Digha, 
iii, 266; Mahavyutpatti, 1498. 


*° On the eight liberations (vimoksa), the last of which is the absorption of cessation (nirodhasamapatti), 


Kosa, viii. F 294-211. 


’’ The absorption of cessation (nirodhasamapatti) has as its stage the summit of cyclic existence (bhavagra), 


as preparation (prayoga) the idea of calmness, as object the cessation (nirodha) of mind and mental events 
(KoSa, ii. F 210). 
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element-of-signlessness (animittadhatu-manasikara).” Then, if there were a mental consciousness in 
the absorption of cessation, what would be its object-support (alambana), what would be its aspect 
(akara)? 


It has cessation (nirodha = nirvana) as object-support and calmness (Sama) as aspect. 


Then why would it not be good? If it is accepted that it is good, why not accept that it is 
associated (samprayukta) with the good roots, absence of greed, etc. (alobhadikusalamiila)? If it is 
accepted that it is associated with them, why not accept that it arises with contact (sparsa) as 
condition? 


But if it has another object-support [than cessation] and another aspect [than calmness]? 


Then after the mind of entry into the absorption of cessation (nirodhasamapatticitta), how could a 
distracted mind (viksiptacitta) arise without there being a contradiction (virodha)? To arbitrarily 
assume the existence of another type of indeterminate (avyakrta) [factor distinct from the four 
known indeterminate factors] is not correct (ayukta) for these two reasons. <244> 


Therefore you do not correctly (yathabhiitam) understand the meaning of the Scripture (Agama) 
[according to which consciousness does not leave the body during the absorption]. You 
arrogantly (ahopurusika) imagine that the sixth consciousness, the mental consciousness 
(manovijfiana), is present in the absorption of cessation, etc., and that these states are thus 
endowed with mind (sacittaka).” [784° 27] 


THEORY OF THE SUTRAPRAMANIKAS AND OF VASUBANDHU. 


§ 30. In this case, according to you, is the absorption of cessation a state (avastha) without 
mind (acittaka) or endowed with mind (sacittaka)? 


We answer that this state is endowed with a mind: the subtle mind (siksmacitta) accepted by a 
class of Satrapramanikas.'” The ripened-effect consciousness (vipakaphalavijfiana), endowed with 
all the seeds (sarvabijaka), from the beginning of conception (pratisamdhibandhana) until death 
(cyuti), continues as a stream (samtanena pravartate) without interruption (samucchinna). Ina given 
existence or birth (janman), due to ripening (vipaka), [this existence] flows as a stream under 
distinctive aspects (akaravisesa) until nirvana where it is definitively destroyed (niruddha). Since 
this consciousness is not interrupted [during its <245> absorptions], these states that are said to 


*’ The Chinese tsong ts’ing (120 and 11; 61 and 8) means: ‘indulging in one’s feeling’; this expression 


corresponds to the Tibetan gzu lums ‘not listening to any instruction or order, selfish’ (Chandra Das, 
p- 1105). But the Tibetan-Sanskrit Index of Nyayabindu by Obermiller (Bibl. Buddh. XXV, p. 116) notes gzu 
lums = ahopurusika f. 128.15, ‘great self-conceit or pride; military vaunting, boasting; vaunting of one’s own 
prowess’ (Apte, p. 92). 


” Tn other words: “The Scripture (Agama) says that, during the absorption of cessation, consciousness 


does not leave the body. You affirm that this consciousness is the mental consciousness. Now, this refers to 
the store-consciousness.” 


‘00 In Tibetan: “As some Sautrantikas (mdo sde pa kha cig) accept’. The Sittrapramanikas are those for 


whom the siitras [alone] are authoritative. The Sautrantikas are defined by the Kosavyakhya, p. 11, 1. 30: ye 
sutrapramanika na sastrapramanikah. - On the Sautrantika origin of the Vijfianavada psychology, see 
Introduction, B. 
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be without mind are also called ‘endowed with mind’. As the six bodies of consciousness 
(sadvijfianakaya) no longer exist in these states, they are called ‘without mind’."” It happens that 
the seeds (bija) of the six consciousnesses are temporarily subdued (vinasta) and no longer 
manifest due to the force of the preparatory mind (prayogikacitta) 
and thus the absorption is called ‘absorption without mind’. But it is not without any mind at 
all. [784° 7] 


of the absorption of cessation; 


§ 31. There are two types of mind: a store-mind (dcayacitta), because it is the place where 
innumerable seeds (apramanabija) are stored; a multiple mind (nandcitta) because it functions 
(pravartate) with different object-supports (alambana), aspects (akira) and modalities (vigesa)."” 
Since this second mind is absent in these states of absorption, etc., they are called ‘without 
mind’. Thus, when a chair (asana) has only one leg and the other legs are missing, we say that it 


is without legs. [784° 10] 


§ 32. In these states where the seeds of the consciousnesses are subdued, the ripened-effect 
consciousness (vipakaphalavijfiaina) [undergoes] a distinctive development (parinaimavisesa)'” from 
moment to moment (ksane ksane), and the force that subdues [the seeds of the consciousnesses] 
diminishes gradually until it disappears entirely, <246> just like boiling water (apah 
kvathyamanah)'” and the speed of an arrow’s flight (isvavedhavega)” which gradually diminish 
until they entirely disappear. Thus, the seeds of the consciousnesses give forth their effects: first, 
by virtue of these seeds, the mental consciousness (manovijfiana) comes into existence; next and 
according to the conditions (anupratyayam), the other consciousnesses arise successively (kramena). 
The ripened-effect consciousness, of which we have spoken above and where the seeds of the 
various factors (dharma) are deposited (aliyate),"” is perfumed (bhavita) by one or another 


! Compare the Samgrahapanibandhana (Taisho 1598, 395° 26): “The siitra says: Consciousness does not 


leave the body. Why? The absorption of cessation does not counteract (pratipaksa) the store-consciousness 
and the latter does not hinder the absorption from being produced because the object-support (alambana) and 
the aspect (akara) of the store-consciousness are difficult to cognize [or imperceptible] (asamvidita)... . Not 
being counteracted, the store-consciousness does not disappear [during the absorption]. But the absorption 
counteracts the active consciousnesses (praurttivijfiana) ... because their object-supports and aspects are not 
‘calm’, and are easy to cognize. Therefore the absorption of cessation destroys only the active 
consciousnesses, but does not destroy the store-consciousness.” 


‘© As we have seen (note 97), the antecedent or preparation (prayoga) for the absorption of cessation is the 


notion of tranquillity which is incompatible with the presence of the six active consciousnesses. 


108 The store-mind or ‘store-consciousness’; the ‘multiple mind’ is the six active consciousnesses. 


104 See above, § 20. 


10 See Koéa, iv. F 8 (Vyakhya, 348): By reason of the conjunction with fire... the heat element — which is 


present in water — increases and, increasing, causes the mass of the water to re-arise in increasingly reduced 
quantities (ksamaksama) until, being totally reduced (atiksamata), the water ceases to renew itself (na punah 
samtanam samtanuta iti). — Sitralamkara, xviii, 83, p. 150: apam api kvathyamananam agnisambandhad 
alpataratamotpattito ‘timandyad ante punar anutpattir grhyate. 

106 The arrow falls when its momentum is exhausted: Vibhasd, Taisho, 1545, k. 20, p. 103°; k. 21, p. 105°; 
Kosa, ii. F 200, 217; iv, p. 102; MCB, vol. III, 1934-5, p. 248. 

107 che ts’ang (64 and 18; 140 and 14) = sbyor ba = aliyate (MCB., ibid, p. 174). 
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consciousness and by their simultaneous (sahabhit) factors, good or bad. According to the 
circumstances (yathayogam), the force of the seeds (bijabala) increases. By a distinctive 
characteristic in the transformation of the stream (samtanaparinamavisesa), in view of the maturity 
of the seeds and the coming together of the cooperative causes (sahakarikarana), this [ripened 
consciousness] realizes (abhinirvartate) the future effects, agreeable (ista) and disagreeable (anista). 


A stanza (gatha) is cited on this subject: 


“The mind (citta) endowed with infinite seeds (anantabijaka) flows in a continuous current (srotasa 
vahati). Encountering (prapya) their own conditions (svapratyaya), the seeds of the mind (cittabija) 
increase. 


The force of the seed ripens gradually (kramena) and, when the conditions come together, [the 
seed] gives forth (prayacchati) its effect. In the same way, when one dyes the flower of the lemon 
tree (matulungapuspa), <247> at the time of fruit, the [lemon-]seed (kesara) has a red color 
(raktavarna).” 


On this subject, in the Samdhinirmocananamamahayanasutra, the Bhagavat said: 


“The appropriating consciousness, profound and subtle, like a violent current, proceeds with all 
the seeds. Fearing lest they imagine that it is a self, I have not revealed it to fools.”"”” [784° 26] 


STORE-CONSCIOUSNESS (ALAYAVIJNANA)'” 
NAMES"”” 


§ 33. Since this consciousness continues (pratisamdadhati), and since it appropriates (upadadati) the 
body (kaya), it is called ‘appropriating consciousness’ (adanavijfiana). 

Since the seeds (bija) of all the factors (dharma) settle down therein (dliyate), it is called ‘store- 
consciousness’ (dlayavijfiana). 


Since it is the ripened effect (vipaka) of actions carried out in former lives (purvajanman), it is also 
called ‘ripened-effect consciousness’ (vipakaphalavijfiana). [784° 29] <248> 


ae Samdhinirmocanasutra, v, 7, frequently cited stanza: Samgraha (Chin, 324° 24: Tib., 3b8); Trimsikabhasya 
of Sthiramati, p. 34; Siddhi, p. 173; Madhyamakavatara, p. 196. 

adanavijfiana gabhirasiiksmo 

ogho yatha vartati sarvabijo / 

balana eso mayi na prakasi 

ma haiva atma parikalpayeyuh // 


10° The manuals of Buddhist philosophy have more or less accurate statements on Yogacara psychology, 


but publication of the Siddhi gives us more exact information on the Alayavijfiana. See Note sur 
l’Alayavijfiana, in MCB, vol. II, p. 1934-5, p. 145-168. 

"0 On the names of the Alaya, see Samdhinirmocana, v, 3; Samgraha (in MCB, vol. III, p. 171-186); Siddhi, 
p. 166; La Notation de Tréfonds, in S. Lévi. Matériaux, p. 125. 
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DEMONSTRATION"! 


§ 34. a. If the existence of this ripened-effect consciousness (vipikavijfiana) is not accepted, which 
consciousness will appropriate (upada-) the body? The other consciousnesses are unable to 
penetrate-grasp (pien-tch’e) the body without abandoning it until the end of life (ayus). 


b. What is the sense-sphere (ayatana) or aggregate (skandha) which, at the moment when the 
counteragent for the afflictions (klesas) and for their contaminants (anusaya) arise, will be capable 
of cutting them? 


This aggregate (skandha) resides in the mind that counteracts them (pratipaksacitta). 


That cannot be (ayukta), for, being tied (baddha) to the afflictions and their residues, how could 
[the aggregate] counteract them?’ ” 


c. Among beings (sattva) born into the formless realm (driipyadhatu), when an afflicted (klista) 
good (kusala) or pure (anasrava) mind is produced, where will these factors of retribution 
(vipakadharma) dwell that constitute their destiny (gati) [if not in the store-consciousness]? Or else, 
[if you do not accept this store-consciousness], you ought to say that their destiny contains factors 
that exist not as a ripened effect or that are foreign to samsara (aparyapannadharma). Now that is 
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contrary to your theories. 


In addition, the never-returners (Anagamins) <249> born in the 
perception-sphere of the summit of cyclic existence (bhavagrayatana) and wishing to destroy the 
last of their contaminations (asrava), practice (bhavayanti) the path of counteraction 
114 


(pratipaksamarga). But when the pure mind (andsravacitta) of the perception-sphere of 
nothingness (akimcanydyatana) arises among them, what is this separate real entity (anyas 
dravyam), belonging to the summit of cyclic existence, by virtue of which their existence 


(atmabhava) remains in this place without someone saying that they are dead? It is neither the 


"For the proof of the Alaya, see Samgraha and Bhasya (Chin. 330° 19-336" 26); Upanibandhana (Chin. 391* 
2-397° 19); Siddhi (p. 182-220). 

"2 The Chinese is obscure. According to the Tibetan, we have: “Where are the residues of the afflictions 
when they are cut off by their counter-agent? — In the very mind that counteracts them, you say. — No; for, 
being tied by the said residues, how can you claim that [the mind] counteracts them?” 


"When a being is born into a destiny (gati) of the formless realm (ariipyadhatu), it is not only a mind, but 


an indeterminate (avyakrta) mind from the moral point of view, for the ‘destiny’ is essentially a ripened 
effect (vipakaphala) (Kosa, iii. F 12). If this destiny-mind constituted a particular reward distinct from the 
store-consciousness, one would have to say that the being born in the formless realm loses his or her destiny 
as soon as he or she produces a good or bad mind; or else, one ought to accept that the destiny is not only a 
ripened effect, but also contains elements foreign to ripening. Now that is not accepted by anyone (Siddhi, 
p. 192). 


"A being born in the summit of cyclic existence (bhavagra), also called ‘perception-sphere of neither 


conception nor non-conception’ (naivasamjiandsamjfayatana) is too numb to practise the pure (andasrava) path 
which destroys the afflictions belonging to the summit of cyclic existence. In order to practise it, he or she 
must realize the absorption of the immediately lower sphere called ‘perception-sphere of nothingness’ 
(akimcanyayatana) (Kosa, viii. F 173). However, by producing a mind of the perception-sphere of nothingness, 
he or she retains his or her destiny in the summit of cyclic existence: it is there that his or her store- 
consciousness has been projected by his or her actions. 


31 


CBC. 


CBD. 


Karmasiddhiprakarana by Vasubandhu 


‘homogenous character of the group’ (nikayasabhagata) nor the life faculty (jivitendriya)'’ that do 
not form a distinct real entity (anyad dravyam) separate from mind (citta) and matter (riipa). Both 
are simply metaphors (upacara) designating the homogeneous progression (avedha, pratiksepa) of 
the ripened aggregates (vipakaskandha), and this homogeneous progression is not a real entity 
distinct [from these aggregates]. In the same way, the homogeneous progression of rye-grass, 
etc., [is not distinguished from the rye-grass]. This is why it is necessary to accept that there is, 
beyond the six bodies of consciousness (sad vijfianakaya), a special consciousness such as we have 
described above, that contains the seeds. [785° 13] <250> 


EARLY SOURCES" 


§ 35. In the Tamraparniyanikaya’ ’ siitras, this consciousness is called member-of-existence 
consciousness or subliminal consciousness (bhavangavijfiana); ° in the Mahasamghikanikaya sutras, 
root consciousness (miilavijfiana);'"’ the Mahisasakanikaya calls it ‘aggregate lasting until the end of 
samsara’ (asamsarikaskandha).'”’ [785° 15] 


OBJECT-SUPPORT (ALAMBANA) AND ASPECT (AKARA) 
§ 36. What is the object-support (alambana) and the aspect (akara) of this consciousness? 


Its object and its aspect are imperceptible (asamvidita). 


"For the Vaibhasikas, apart from the material and mental elements, there exists a separate entity, a 


homogenous character of sentient beings (sattvasabhagata), a quality of humans, etc., a ‘formation (samskara) 
dissociated from the mind’. The Sautrantikas and Vasubandhu see in the homogenous character of sentient 
beings only a similarity in the manner of existence of a human being, etc., a similarity that is mixed up with 


the aggregates, without constituting a distinct real entity (Kosa, ii. F 196-8). 


"© This topic is developed in Samgraha (MCB, vol. III, p. 207-211) and Siddhi, p. 178-182. — The text, which 
is corrupt, is easily corrected. Line 14, Tche t’ong ye: replace ye (167 and 9) meaning ‘metal plate’ (Couvreur, 
p- 960, col. 1) by its homophone ye (140 and 9) meaning ‘leaf’, which gives Tamraparniya. Line 15, Hoa t’a: 
replace t’a (9 and 3) by fi (32 and 3) which gives Mahisasaka. The Tibetan version differs: “The venerable 
Tamrasatiyas (btsun pa dmar sde pa rnams) called it ‘member-of-existence consciousness’ or ‘subliminal 
consciousness’ ( (bhavangavijfiana); others, ‘root consciousness’ (milavijfiana).” 


1” The Tamraparniyas, scholars from Taprobane, are named in the Vyakhya, p. 39, 1. 26; p. 705, 1. 6 (ad 


Kosa, i. F 32; ix. F 252). 
"NS On the bhavangavijfiana, notes and references in MCB, vol. III, p. 212-215. Its invention is attributed to the 
Arya Sthaviras by the Samgraha and the Siddhi. 


"The ‘root consciousness’ of the Mahasamgikas seems to be closely related to the aggregate of one taste 


(ekarasaskandha) which, in their thesis xii, 3, the Sautrantikas contrast with the derived aggregates 
(mulantikaskandha) (see J. Masuda, Origin, p. 68). 

0 The Upanibandhana (MCB, vol. III, p. 211) informs us that the Mahigasakas accept three kinds of 
aggregates: instantaneous aggregates (ksanikaskandha), aggregates that last for a _ lifetime 
(ekajanmavadhiskandha) and the aggregate that lasts until the end of samsara (dsamsdrikaskandha). It is 
perhaps to the latter that the thesis ix B, 9, of the later Mahisasakas alludes (= Masuda, p. 63): “The 


aggregate (skandha), sense-source (ayatana) and sense-element (dhatu) are always present.” 
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How can a consciousness be thus? 


You do indeed accept that there is a special consciousness in the state of the absorption of 
cessation, etc., the object-support and aspect of which are difficult <251> to cognize. It is the 
same here [for the store-consciousness]. 


Into which aggregate (updanaskandha) does this consciousness fit? 


In truth (arthena), one must say that it fits into the aggregate of consciousness 
(vijhanopadanaskandha). [785° 20] 


REPLY TO OBJECTIONS 


§ 37. a. In that case, how should the phrase of the sa#tra be understood: “What is the 
appropriative aggregate of consciousness? - It is the six bodies of consciousness” 
(vijianopadanaskandhah katamah sad vijfianakayah)?’” And also: “Name and 
form are due to consciousness and consciousness is the six bodies of consciousness” 
(vijianapratyayam namaripam. vijianam sad vijfnanakayah). 

It should be known that this sutra has a hidden meaning (abhipraya, abhisamdhi), like the sutra 

that says: “What is the aggregate of formations? — It is the six bodies of intention” 

(samskaraskandhah katamah. sad cetanakayah),’ whereas the aggregate of formations is not without 

containing other factors (dharma) [than these six intentions].'”’ It is the same here: [the aggregate 

of consciousness contains other entities than the six bodies of consciousnesses, notably the store- 
consciousness]. 


b. But the satra is speaking only about the six consciousnesses [and does not say 
anything about the store-consciousness]; what is its intention? 


The Bhagavat explains it in the Samdhinirmocana: “Fearing that they only would imagine the 
[the store-consciousness] to be a self, I have not revealed it to fools.” <252> 


Why would fools imagine that it is a self? 


Because this consciousness does not have a beginning (anadikalika) and lasts until the end of 
samsara; because, being very subtle (atisuksma) in its aspect, it does not change. But, as the six 
consciousnesses are coarse (sthiila) and easy to cognize in their basis (asraya), object-support 
(alambana), aspect (akara) and modality (visesa); as they are associated (samprayukta) with the 
afflictions (klesa) and the path that counteracts them (pratipaksamarga), as they fit into 
(vyavasthapita) the categories of affliction (samklesa) and purification (vyavadana), their nature is 
that of a caused consciousness (phalavijfiana). Through this inference (anumana), it should be 


! Same objection and same answer in Siddhi, p. 142. 


im Madhyama, 24, 1; Majjhima, I, 53; Pratityasamutpadasitra cited Kosa. iii. F 85 (Vyakhya, Index of proper 


names, p. 12). 


Compare Kosa, i. F 28; Samyutta, Ill, 60; Vibhanga, p. 144; Sumangalavilasini, p. 64. 


All conditioned factors that are not part of the other four aggregates fit into the aggregate of formations 
(see Kosa, i. F 28-29). 


Above, § 32. 
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known that there exists a causing consciousness (bijavijfiana).’° However, out of expediency (soei 
souo yi chouo), the siitras do not speak about this cause-consciousness (hetuvijfiana)’’ because it 
differs from the aforementioned [six consciousnesses]. This is the intent of the sitra when it 
speaks of only six consciousnesses. By that, we have explained why the siitras of the other 
schools (nikaya) speak solely of the six bodies of consciousness as factor-of-existence consciousness 
(bhavangavijfiana),”* etc.; and according to the circumstances (yathayogam), they are not wrong. — 
Moreover, it should be known that today, in each school, innumerable sitras have disappeared 
(apramanani sitrany antarhitani),”~’ as the Vyakhyayukti’” explains in detail. This is why it 
cannot be said that the siitras have never spoken of the store-consciousness, for there are reasons 
that it exists. [785° 5] <253> 


§ 38. c If that is so, in one and the same person (kaya) there will be two consciousnesses 
(vijnana) existing together: the ripened-effect consciousness (vipdkavijnana) and the 


other, the active consciousness (pravrttivijfiana). 
What is faulty with that? 


If two consciousnesses exist at the same time in one and the same person, one would 
have to see (upacar-) two beings (sattva) at the same time, like two consciousnesses 
existing at the same time in [two] different persons. 


That is no problem, for these two consciousnesses, cause (hetu) and effect (phala), depend upon 
each other (anyonyanisrita) and are not distinct (bhinna), for the ripened-effect consciousness is 
perfumed (bhavita) by the other, the active consciousness.’ When two consciousnesses exist at 
the same time in [two] different individuals, there is nothing the same in them. Therefore there 
is no difficulty. [785° 11] 


§ 39. d. But don’t you see that the seed (bija) and the fruit of the seed (bijaphala) are of 
different streams (samtana)? 


We also see that—in an ordinary blue lotus (nilotpala), etc.—the root (mala) and the shoot 
(ankura), etc., each have a different stream: it is the same for the seed and the fruit. But what is 
more, does it matter what one sees or what one does not see? If you do not accept the existence 
of the store-consciousness, you will come up against the faults mentioned above (§ 34). Thus it is 


"°° See the § Store-Consciousness and Active Consciousness, in Samgraha (MCB, vol. III, p. 251-5) and the 


chapter on the six consciousnesses (vijfidna) in Siddhi, p. 289. 


“7 Compare Samgraha (in MCB, vol. Ill, p. 203-207): reason for the Buddha’s keeping silence about the 


store-consciousness. 


2% Above, note 118. 


On the siitras that have disappeared, see Kosa, Index, F 138 and especially Bu-ston, History of Buddhism, 


part IIL, p. 169-171: On the Lost Parts of the Kanon. 


"Che koei luen (165 and 13; 159 and 2) = rnam par bead pa’i rigs pa = Vyakhyayukti, a work by Vasubandhu 


(Tangyur, MDO. lviii. Kosavyakhya, p. 6, 1. 20). Obermiller refers to the edition of the Aga monastery, 97° 6. 


“! On the mutual causality between store-consciousness and active consciousnesses, see Samgraha in MCB, 


vol. IIL, p. 252-254 with the citations of the Abhidharmamahayanasutra (in Madhyantavibhaga, ed. V. 
Bhattacarya-Tucci, p. 28; ed. Yamaguchi, p. 34) and Yogacaryabhiimisastra (Taisho 1579, 580° 10). 
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necessary to accept the existence of a store-consciousness distinct from the six bodies of 
consciousness (sad vijfianakaya) and existing in its intrinsic nature (svabhavasat). [785° 15] <254> 


STORE-CONSCIOUSNESS (ALAYAVIJNANA) AND SOUL (ATMAN)'” 


§ 40. Why not accept a soul or self (atman) existing as a real entity (dravyasat) and the 
basis (aSraya) for the six bodies of consciousness?” 


In this soul accepted by you, what is the characteristic (Jaksana) allowing you to say that it is the 
basis of the six bodies of consciousness? If you accept that this soul, as store-consciousness, is a 
stream of productions and destructions (utpaidanirodhasamtana) which transform according to the 
conditions (anupratyayam), what will be the specific difference between it and the store- 
consciousness that permits you to think that it is a soul? 


But this soul is unique (eka) and absolutely immutable! 


Then how can you say that it is a basis (asraya) capable of receiving the traces of the 
consciousnesses (vijfidnavasana)? A trace makes the stream that it perfumes (tadbhavitasamtana), to 
be transformed (parinam-) and acquires special potentialities (Saktivisesa). In the same way, 
lacquer (laksarasa) applied to the lemon-tree flower (matulungapuspa) allows the flower stream to 
be transformed [and to give a fruit the pips of which are red]. Without traces, no special 
transformation is possible. But then, [if the soul is immutable], how could the difference of 
practices (abhydsavisesa), such as the experiences (anubhava), cognitions (jfidna) and attachments 
(raga) of an earlier time period, produce differences of memories (smrti), cognitions and 
attachments long afterwards?’ * 


In addition, in the states without mind (acittakavasthi) where [according to you] the soul remains 
unchanged, there is no consciousness. But then, coming out of these states, from what mental 
consciousness (manovijfiana), etc., could [the consciousness] arise? <255> 


Finally, what is this power of the soul over the consciousnesses, etc., that makes you consider 
the soul as the base of the consciousnesses? 


The consciousnesses arise from the soul which is their cause. 


But since the soul remains always immutable, why do the consciousnesses arise from it 
successively (kramena) and not all at once? 


Because they require (apeksante) other cooperative causes and conditions 
(sahakarihetupratyaya) in order to arise. 


But how do you know that, in addition to these causes, the soul also intervenes in their 
production? 


Because the consciousnesses arise depending (nisritya) on the soul. 


All factors (dharma) perish as soon as they arise (utpattyanantaram nirudhyante). Being unstable, 
how would these consciousnesses last? Therefore it is impossible (ayukta) to accept a soul existing 
in its intrinsic nature and as a base for the six bodies of consciousness. 


See Siddhi, p. 12-24. 


°° The Vaisesikas say that the minds arise from the self (Kosa, ix. F 284). 


'< The problem of memory is studied in Kosa, ix. F 274; Siddhi, p. 21. 
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Moreover, accepting the existence of the soul is to contradict the Scripture (Agama) that says: 
“Factors (dharma) are not a self and do not belong to a self” (sarve dharma anatmanah).’” The 
unique, eternal and existent soul accepted by you does not hold, is only an invention or 
fabrication. In that way, it is established (siddha) that only distinctive intentions (cetanavisesa) 
perfume (bhavayanti) the simultaneous store-consciousness and—by a distinctive characteristic in 
the transformation of the stream (samtanaparinamavisesa)—make this consciousness produce the 
future agreeable and disagreeable effects (istanistaphala): this is not the bodily and vocal actions 
such as they have been described. [785° 8] <255> 


™ Samyukta, 10, 7. Cf. Vyakhya ad KoSa, ix. F 252: na caita atmasvabhavah na caitesv atma vidyata ity 


anatmanah; Siutralamkara, xviii, 101 (p. 158): dharmoddanesu sarve dharma anatmana iti desitam; 


Madhyamakaortti, p. 65: anatmanah sarvadharma ity agamat. 
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FOURTH PART: SAUTRANTIKA THEORY ON THE NATURE OF ACTION 


§41. If you do not accept the existence of the two actions, bodily and vocal, are you not 
contradicting the sitra that assumes three actions?'” 
We do not contradict (nirakr) this siitra, but we interpret it properly without committing any 
fault (dosa). 
How do you interpret it without committing any fault? 
One must avoid taking the poison (visa) of the text. We will deal with it in detail: 
* Why does the siitra speak of three actions? (§ 42)? 
¢ What is body (kaya) and what is action (§ 43)? 
* In what sense (kenarthena) is body spoken of (§ 44), in what sense is action spoken of 
(§ 45)? 
¢ In what sense are bodily action (§ 46-47), vocal action (§ 48), and mental action (§ 49) 
spoken of? 


¢ Finally, we will ask why the sitra speaks only of three actions, bodily action, etc., and 
not of visual action, etc (§ 4) [785° 15] 


THE THREE ACTIONS OF THE SUTRA 
§ 42. Why does the sitra speak of three actions? 


In order to show that the three actions include (samgrhnanti) the ten paths of action (karmapatha)'” 


and thus to reassure those who are afraid of having too much to do (bahukara). In the same way, 
[the Buddha] taught summarily (samkusepatas) the three trainings (siksatraya) and gave them to 
Vrjiputraka.'* <257> 


Some people think that action is accomplished solely by the body and not by the speech (vac) or 
by the mind (manas). In order to show them that it is also accomplished by these two, the sitra 
speaks of three actions. [785° 18] 


BODY (KAYA) AND ACTION (KARMAN) 


§ 43. The body (kaya) is a distinctive aggregation (samghatavisesa) of sense-faculties or organic 
matter (indriya), [fundamental] material elements (bhiita) and derived material elements 
(bhautika).'” 


Action (karman) is a distinctive intention (cetanavisesa). [785° 19] 


Cf § 1, note 3. Same objection in Siddhi, p. 31. 


7 On the ten paths of action, Kosa, iv. F 21, 137, 168, 181-188, 227; below, § 46-47. 


®S See Anguttara, i, 230, where the Buddha briefly explains the three trainings to afifiatara Vajjiputtaka: 


training in higher morality (adhisilasikkha), training in higher thought (adhicittasikkha), training in higher 
discrimination (adhipafinasikkha). The Chinese fou li che [tse] (9 and 5; 75 and 6; 83) and the Tibetan ‘bri rdzi 
[‘i bu] is a phonetic transcription of Vrji [putraka]. 

According to the Tibetan: byung dang ‘bhung ba las gyur pa; the Chinese ta tsao (37; 162 and 7) supposes 


an original mahabhitany upadaya ripani. 
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MEANING OF THE WORD KAYA 
140 


§ 44. As far as there is accumulation there is a body (ciyata iti kayah):~ actually, the body results 
from an accumulation (acaya) of atoms (paramanu) of [fundamental] material elements (bhiita) and 
derived material elements (bhautika). For some, there is a body insofar as there is accumulation 
of excrement (kuhandcaya) because the body is a reservoir (kipa) of all kinds of impure substances 
(nanasucidravya).’” But in that case, the gods would have no body. [785° 22] 


MEANING OF THE WORD KARMAN 


§ 45. - As far as there is mental instigation or activity (abhisamskara) of the mind-agent 
(karakamanas) there is action (karman).'* [785° 23] <258> 


MEANING OF THE EXPRESSION KAYAKARMAN 
PROPER MEANING 


§ 46. The intention (cetana) that moves the body is called ‘bodily action’ (kayakarman).'* There 
are three kinds of intentions: (1) deliberation-intention (gati); (2) decision-intention (niscaya); 


(3) movement-intention (kirana).'’ The intention that moves the body is called ‘bodily action’, 
for this intention produces (abhinirharati) the wind element (vayudhatu), the cause of the arising 


of the bodily stream (kayasamtana) in another place (desantara). 


In order to be complete (kiu tsou), one should say ‘action that moves the body’ [and not ‘bodily 
action’], but the word ‘move’ is omitted and one simply says ‘bodily action’. In the same way, 
the oil that increases power is simply called ‘power oil’ (balataila) and the wind that moves the 
dust is simply called ‘dust wind’ (rajovayu). 
But it is also accepted that the first three of the ten paths of action (karmapatha), 
namely, killing (pranatipdta), stealing (adattadana) and sexual misconduct 
(kamamithyacara) are bodily actions.” 
(cetanakarman) take the same name? 


Why does the action of intention 


Because it is the action of intention that moves the body in order to commit killing, stealing and 
sexual misconduct. But that which is done by the bodily stream (kayasamtana) moved by 
intention is done by the intention. In the same way, it is said that the robbers (caura) <259> 


“0 Cf. Amarakoga, ed. Nirnaya-Sagar, p. 226, col. 2: ciyate ‘nnadibhih / cifi cayane. 


! We have the expression sarirasucita in Madhyamakavrtti, p. 57. 


‘© Tn other words, action is essentially and exclusively intention (cetand). It is the intention that ‘forms’, 
that ‘instigates’ (abhisamskar-) the action in its moral quality, good or bad (Morale bouddhique, p. 136-7). 

“8 This is the thesis of the Sautrantikas (Kosa, iv. F 12) and the Vijiianavadins (Siddhi, p. 51). 

“Cf. Siddhi, p. 52. There is chen liu (40 and 12; 61 and 11) = ‘gro ba = gati; kiue ting (85 and 4; 40 and 5) = 
nges pa = niscaya; tong fa (19 and 9; 105 and 7) = gyo bar byed pa = kirana. But La Vallée Poussin (Siddhi, p. 52, 
note 1) proposes upanidhyana, samtirana, cesta or vispanda. 

‘Of the ten paths of action, the first three are paths of action and bodily actions, the next four are paths of 
action and vocal actions, the last three are only paths of action (see Kosa, iv. F 168-9). 
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burn a village (grama) and that the grass (trna) cooks the rice (sali) [because fire is used to burn 
the village and to cook the rice]. 


Why is intention also called ‘path of action’ (karmapatha)? 


Insofar as it acts, intention is called ‘action’, but insofar as it engages in the paths (patha) of good 
and bad destinies (sugatidurgati), it takes the name of ‘path of action’.’” Or else, it is the body in 
movement that is the path of action, for the three actions of intention arise depending (niSritya) 


on the body. [786° 6] 


FIGURATIVE MEANING 


§ 47. In addition, killing, stealing, and sexual misconduct, which arise from an action of 
intention, arise depending on the body and, by convention (samuortitas), are also called ‘bodily 
actions’. However, in their intrinsic nature, they are neither good (kusala) nor bad (akusala), and 
it is also by convention that these qualifiers are attributed to them metaphorically (upacar-) so 
that the world (loka), by this means (taddvarena), may nourish good intentions and abstain from 
bad ones. This is why the qualifiers of ‘good’ or ‘bad’ are attributed to them metaphorically. 


If only the action of intention (cetanakarman) is good or bad, why does the 
Karmapathasttra say: “The threefold bodily action that is caused intentionally 
(kayasya trividham samcintya karma)—done (krta) and accumulated (upacita)—is 
bad (akusala) and, consequently, produces a frustrating effect (duhkhaphala) and a 
frustrating ripened effect (duhkhavipaka)”?'”’ <260> 


Here the siitra means to say: The action of intention (cetanakarman) that moves the body, that 
utilizes the body as means (dvara), that employs the body as basis (asraya), that has as object- 
support (alambate) killing, stealing, and sexual misconduct — this action of intention is the cause 
(hetu) that realizes a frustrating effect and ripened effect. It is what the phrase “the threefold 
bodily action that is caused intentionally” (samcintya; ched du bsams pa) (kayasya trividham 
samcintya karma) means. The other intentions [deliberation and decision], distinct from this 
[third] intention [or intention that moves the body], are called ‘mental action’ (manahkarman) 
because they are associated (samprayukta) with the mental sense-faculty (manas) and because they 
do not move either the body or the speech. 


If that is so, why does the sitra speak of two actions: action of intention 
(cetanakarman) and action subsequent to intention (cetayituakarman)? 


Ne Siddhi, p. 52: “The third intention (cetana) which moves the body and creates the speech—being 


‘instigated as good or bad’ (abhisamskrta)—is called ‘action’ (karman). And [it is also called] ‘path of action’ 
(karmapatha): 1. because it is trodden upon—like a path—by the intentions of deliberation and decision, 
2. because it is the path of the agreeable and disagreeable ripened effect. 

7 The Tibetan is different. Cf. the Samcetaniyastitra (Madhyama, 18, 14; Anguttara, v, 292; Majjhima, iii, 207) 
cited in Kosa, iv. F 136: katham ca bhiksavah samcetaniyam karma krtam bhavaty upacitam / iha bhiksava ekatyah 
samcintya trividham kayena karma karoty upacinoti caturvidham vaca tricidham manasa. - Samcintya is 


rendered here in Chinese as kou se (66 and 5; 61 and 5), in Tibetan as ched du bsams pa. 
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Karmasiddhiprakarana by Vasubandhu 


Among the three kinds of intentions mentioned above (§ 46), the first two intentions are action 
of intention (cetanakarman) and the third intention is action subsequent to intention 
(cetayitvakarman). This does not contradict the stra. [786° 18] 


MEANING OF THE EXPRESSION VAKKARMAN 


§ 48. Speech (vic) is the pronunciation of sounds (ghosoccarana). Because these sounds inform 
(vijfiapayanti) about the idea one wishes to express, they are called ‘speech’. — The intention 
(cetana) that emits the speech (vaksamutthapika) is called ‘vocal action’ (vakkarman). Or else, the 
speech is the basis (asraya) of syllables (vyaiijana, aksara) and because these syllables also inform 
about the idea, they are called ‘speech’. 


In order to be complete, one should say <261> ‘action that emits the speech’ [and not ‘vocal 
action’], but the word ‘emit’ is omitted and one simply says ‘vocal action’. See the examples of 
[abridged phrases] above (§ 46). [786° 22] 


MEANING OF THE EXPRESSION MANAHKARMAN 


§ 49. The Manas is the consciousness (vijfidna). Because [the consciousness] ‘reflects’ (manyate, 
manute),” because it heads towards other births (jatyantara) and towards object-fields (visaya), the 
consciousness is called ‘Manas’. The ‘intention which is the action of the Manas’ (manaskaracetana) 
is called ‘mental action’ (manahkarman) for it makes the Manas accomplish all kinds of things, 
good (kusala), bad (akusala), etc. 


In order to be complete, one should say ‘manaskarakarman’ [and not manahkarman], but the word 
‘kara’ is omitted and one and simply says ‘manahkarman’. 


Or else, the action associated with the Manas (manahsamprayukta) is called ‘mental action’: one 
omits the word ‘associated’ and simply says ‘mental action’. See the examples [of abridged 
phrases] above (§ 46). 


Let us accept that the three actions are intention only; but then, in the state of 
distracted mind (viksiptacitta) and in the states without mind (acittakavastu) where 
intention is absent, how can there be discipline (samvara) and indiscipline (asamvara)? 


Because the seed [of discipline and indiscipline] planted and perfumed (visita) by a distinctive 
intention (cetanavisesa) has not been destroyed [in the aforementioned states], there can be 
discipline and indiscipline: there is no difficulty there (nasty atra dosah). We say ‘distinctive 
intention’, i.e., strong intention creating (samutthapaka) a manifest action (vijfiapti) of discipline 
and <262> indiscipline. This intention plants two kinds of strong seeds [seed of discipline and 
seed of indiscipline]. The state of non-destruction of these two seeds metaphorically (upacéra) is 


called ‘unmanifest action (avijfiapti) of good and bad discipline’. 


What is the destruction of the seed planted and perfumed by this distinctive intention? 


“8 On the etymology of the word Manas, see Lanikavatara, x, 400: manasa manyate punah; 461, mano manyati 


vai sada; Kosa, ii. F 177; Samgraha (in MCB, IIL, p. 192). 


“Very simple concepts expressed in scholastic jargon. It is the positively expressed intention that creates 
in its author the state of discipline or indiscipline. This state perdures, even if the person is distracted or deep 


in unconsciousness. It ceases as soon as the person positively retracts it. (cf. Kosa, iv. F 93-94). 
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Fourth Part: Sautrantika Theory on the Nature of Action 


The fact that [the seed] is no longer the cause of the intention of abstention (virati) or non- 
abstention (avirati) conforming to the undertaken commitment. 


What is it that destroys this seed? 


The intention (cetana) capable of creating the manifest action (vijfiaptisamutthapaka) that is the 
cause of the abandonment of discipline or of indiscipline, or any other cause of this 
abandonment. [786° 7] 


PRINCIPLE OF CLASSIFICATION OF ACTIONS 


§ 50. Why does the siitra not speak of action of the eye (caksuhkarman), etc.? Because this sutra 


speaks only of the actions of the application of beings (sattva-prayoga-karman) and not of the 


actions of the activity of factors (dharma-karitra-karman).'” 


What is the action of the application of beings? 

It is that which is instigated (abhisamskrta) according to the intention of the agent (karakamanas). 
What is the action of activity of factors (dharma)? 

It is the particular power (Sakti, prabhava) of the eye (caksus), the ear (Srotra), etc. <263> 


The Buddha spoke about three actions: the meaning of this is profound (gambhira) and subtle 
(suksma). Basing myself on reasoning and doctrine, I have explained and demonstrated it. I wish 
to utilize my merit (punya) in order to save beings: may they all attain the pure mind. [786” 13] 


*° In other words, the stitra studies here only actions properly human; conscious, voluntary and morally 


retributive actions; it is not concerned with the purely mechanical activity of the sense-faculties. 
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